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Preliminary Proceedings 



§i the Annual Town Meeting, March 8th, 1870, pursuant 
to on artichi in the warrant, votod that .Tohii Fox, Joseph 
P Frost, Addison Prcseott, David C. Chamberlain and 
Bnius C'as", bi; a committee to collect, facts in reference to mak- 
ing prLparatlons for a Centennial celebration August 17th, 1873, 
and said committee appointed, as assistants, one person in each 
School Distiict, viz : — Benjamin Cutter, Geo. A. Underwood, 
Addison J. Adams, Ambms W. Spaulding, Lewis L. Pierce, 
Franklin H. Cutter, Clarence S. Bailey, Joseph W. Fassett, 
John S. La-ivi-ence, John Frost, Benj. Pierce, Benjamin Prcscott 
and Lewis S. Jaquith. 

At the annual To^vn Meeting, March 12th, 1872, consequent 
to an article in the wari'ant, a vote was passed to celebrate the 
one hundredth anniversary of the incorporation of the Town, 
and chose John Fox, Addison Pi'cscott, Benjamin Pierce, I^wis 
S. Jaquith, Julius Cutter and Franklin H, Cutter a committee 
to carry the same into effect. 

Novcmbci- 5th, 1872, the toivn voted that the committee chos- 
en to make the necessary preparation for the approaching Cen- 
tennial anniversarj' of the town, be authorized to fill all vacan- 
cies which may occur in said committee. 

Subsequently John Fox and Lewis S. Jaqnith withdrew, and 
the vacancies were filled by George A. Underwood and Lewis L. 
Pierce. 

ITic committee organized by choosing Lewis L. Pierce, corres- 
ponding Secretary and Clerk ; Franklin H, Cutter, Chairman, 
and Julius Cutter, Treasurer; commencing their duties by en- 
gaging an orator and poet. 
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4 JAITHEY CENTESMAL. 

At the Annual Meeting, March 11th, 1873, the town voted 
to celebrate its "centennial anniversary at the centre of the town ; 
also, that the Committee of Arrangements and Selectmen be a 
committee to detennine in what way the collation should be pro- 
vided, — said committee deciding it should be ftimished gratuit- 
ously, and to carry the , same into effect, the committee of ar- 
rangements appointed Mr. & Mrs. Joseph W. Fassett, Mr. & 
Mrs. Alfred Sawyer, Mr. & Mrs. John A. Cutter, Mr. & Mrs. 
■John S. Button, Mr. Henry Chamberlain, Mr. & Mrs. Frederic 
Spaulding, Mr. & Mrs. Addison J. Adams, Mr. & Mrs. Ambrus 
W. Spaulding, Mr. & Mrs. Daniel P. Adams, Mr. & Mrs. Mar- 
shall C. Adams, Mr. & Mrs. Levi E. Brigham, Mr. & Mrs. 
Abram B. Davis, Mr. & Mrs. Bejamin F. Lawrence, Mr. & Mrs. 
John E. Baldwin, Mr. &. Mrs. Lucius A. Cutter, Mi-. & Mrs. 
Joel H. Poole, .Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Davis, Mr. & Mrs. Henry M. 
Stearns, Mr. Samuel Jewell, Mr. Fred J. Lawrence, Mr. & Mrs. 
Michael D. Fitzgerald, Mr. & Mrs. Edward H. Crowe, Mr. & 
Mrs. Selah Lovejoy, Mi'. &. Mrs. Hosea B. Aldiich, Mr. & Mrs. 
David A. Cutler, Mr. & Mrs. Sylvester P. Towue, Mr. & Mi-s. 
Oliver H. Brown. Mr. & Mrs. Liberty Mower, and Mr. & 
Mrs.Thos. Upton as a Bolicitir^ and table committee, who perform- 
ed their duties in a highly commendable manner, and the result 
was, the multitude that came, were bountifully supplied with 
substantial and delicate food, with an abundance of ice-water. 
Tea, coffee, lemonade, foaming soda &c., were obtained by pass- 
ing into side tents. 

I'he committee of arrangeuients appointed James S. Lacy, 
Austin E. Spaulding and Benjamin Pierce to ai-range a choir of 
silvers for the centennial day ; also made choice of Franklin H. 
Cutter-, Esq., President ; Dr. John Fox, Peter Upton, Esq., Col. 
Samuel Ryan, Ex-Consnl Chas. H. Powers, Capt. John A. Cut- 
ter, Henry C. French, Alfred Sawyer, Ambi-us W. Spaulding, 
Col. James L. Bolster, Vice-Presidents; Capt. George A. Un- 
derwood, Marshal; he appointing Joseph W. Fassett, Jonas C. 
Eice, Henry B. Wheeler, Esq., Aids, for the day. 

The expenses of the celebration were paid by subscription, as 
wilt herein bo shown. 
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A letter of invitation was issued by the committee, printed on 
eight hundred Postal Cards, copied as follows : 

"JAFIREY CENTENNIAL." 

" The f)ne Hundredth Anniversary of the Incorporation of ■ 
the Town of Jaf&ey, N. H., occurs this year. It is proposed to 
celebrate the event on the twentieth day of August, with appro- 
priate ceremonies. The Sons and Daughters of Jaffirey, and all 
former residents ai'e cordiiilly invited to bo present and take pai-t 
in coiiiniemorating the day." 



EIUNKLIN H. CUTTEK, 
ADDISON PEESCOTT, 
BENJAMIN PIERCE, 
JULIUS CUTTER, 
GEO. A. UNDERWOOD, 
LEWIS L. PIERCE, 



CoMMrn'EE 
I Arka>"gements. 



Jafehey, JvhY gtith, 1873. 



TTiis letter was, by the committee, sent to all parts of the 
country, to former residents of the town. 

As the one hundredth annivei-sary of the incorporation of the 
town occun-ed on Sunday, August 17th, it was decided to cele- 
brate on the Wednesday following. 

The. day proved favorable. At an early hour, from all quar- 
ters, crowds assembled at the place of meeting to the number of 
five thousand or more. Many friendly and hearty greetings 
were passed between those who had long been separated, and 
were now permitted to take each other by the hand. 

A mammoth tent covering 150 by 60 feet of ground, was 
erected in close connection to the " old town house." An am- 
ple platform, measuring forty by fifteen feet, was covered by a 
nice piano, large reporters' table, and settees for one hundi-ed 
and fifty persons ; the " auditorium " proper having seat« for 
more than three thousand iieople. 
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6 JAFFKKY CEXTENNIA],. 

"THE DAY'S DOINGS." 

The component parts of a long and eye-pleasing procession — 
Captain George A. Underwood, Chief Marshall; J. W. Fassctt, 
J, C. Rice, H. B. Wheeler, Assistants — formed at three different 
points. Having been brought together on time, it moved from 
the vicinity of J. T. Bigelow's store at 9 A. m., in the foUoiving 
order: 1 — Pcterboro' Cavalry Company, Capt. D. M. Whita, 
65 men; 2 — East Jaffrey Cornet Band, G. W. Capen, Leader, 
20 pieces; S — Contoocook Fire Engine Company, Liberty 
Town, Foreman, 40 unifoi-ms; 4 — President of the day. Orator, 
Toastmaster, and Chaplain ; 5 — The Vice-Presidents ; — Com- 
mittee of Arrangements ; 1 — Invited guests expected to respond 
to sentiments ; 8 — Choir, marshaled by J. S. Lacy, 30 sti-ong ; 
9 — Loyal Veterans, Lieut, Wm. Eobbins, Commander ; 10 — 
Four horse wagon with four generations of the Bice family, and 
a banner lettered '■' Mrs. Dorcas Kice — 104 yrs. — the oldest la- 
dy in New Hampshire;" 11 — 23 young ladiOs (conducted by 
John E. Baldwin) representing Cheshire County by carrying 
elegant banners, each respectively insaibed with the name of a 
single town; 12 — Teachers and scholai-s of thh-tecn disti'ict 
schools with handsomely mottoed and numbered standards; 13 
— Citizens generally. Having mai-chcd and counter-marched 
perhaps a half mile, the procession (except the Cavalry which loft 
for East Jaffrey depot to escort soon-to -arrive members of the 
Boston city goveriunent) entered the tent which proved of insuf- 
ficient capacity for the occasion, many hundreds being obliged, 
nolens volms, to remain outside. Precisely at ten o'clock. Chief 
Mai'shal Underwood felicitously introduced Franklin H. Cutter, 
Esq., President of the day, who forcibly enunciated the subjoined 

ADDRESS OF WELCOME. 

Ladies axd Gextlemex : — I congratulate you upon this event- 
ful occasion — this celebration of the OneHundi-edth Annivci-sa- 
ry of the Incorporation of the To^vn of Jaffrey. I congratulate 
you at our re-union under so favorable circumstances here at the 
foot of old time-worn Monadnock, Since that incoi-poration day. 
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JAFFKKY CEXTK>"MAI.. 7 

Olio hmi(li-cd years ago, which boai-s thi prominent place on the pag- 
es of oui- town's history, this eaa-th has made thirty-six thousand, 
five hundred and twenty-foui- daily revolutions^ and ottimes has 
the morning eun kissed the brum of Grand Old -Monadnork, 
nature's pride, lighting up the hilis with rosy glow, then beaming 
down into the valleys draped with shadows till natui-e has chang- 
ed her sable robe of night for tliat of the sun's molten golden light. 
Then came the mid-day with all its meridian glory, and as 
many times that sun has cast its evening shades on the hill-sides 
and left its last ray on that same mountain's brow, reflecting up- 
on the sky most gorgeous hues of flame-color and crimson, im- 
perceptibly deepening into the pui-ple tinge <if evening. 

To the Sons and Daughters of those who have occupied those 
granite hills in days gone by — the statesman, the lawyer-, the 
preacher, the doctor — and to all, those in every station of hfe, 
coming from the colder chmes of the North, from the South 
where the orange trees m fragi-ance bloom, from the East where 
the angry Atlantic lashes the rock-bound shore with its turbu- 
lent waters, from the broad prairies of the West, dotted here and 
there with mammoth fields of wheat, corn and other grain, on 
to the shores of the mighty Pacific, — we give you all a most 
cordial welcome upon this festival day to onr hearths where the 
fire goeth not out and hospitahty ever reigneth ; to the homes 
of your ancestors, the plac<>s of yoiu- childhood about which so 
many tendrr recolle{tions cluster, as we sing 

■■ How dear to my heart aru tlie scenes of my chiiUlionil, 

When fond recollection presents them to view; 
The orchurd, tiie meadow, the de^p tangled wlld-woud. 

And every loved spot which my infancy kniiw; 
The wide spreading pond, and the mill that stood by it, 

The bridge, and the rock where the cataract fell ;' 
The cut of my flither, the dairy-house nigh it, 

And e'eu the mile bucket that hung In the well." 

We welcome you back to witness the beautiful scenery of Jaf- 
frey ; to look upon our mounta,iii in all its magnificence and 
grandeur ; to follow its winding streams and from then- pui'e 
waters catch the spotted ti-out suited to the most fastidious taste ; 
to walk in the old grave-yard and gaze upon those tomb-stones 
which denote the spot where oui- fathers rest. Our neighbors 
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and frionrls w(^ wi'k'onn} you to participate in tlie festivities of 
this occasion. We gi\e yon all a friendly grip of the hand, in- 
vito you to take part in this (Jentennial Celebration and thank 
God that wfi are here to speak one to another of days gone by 
and spend a short time together with the memories of Auld 
Lang Syne. May blessings rest upon this day and the to\vn of 
JafFrey, her sons and daughters, through all coming centm-ics. 

Applause having subsided, the band played " Kellci-'a Amer- 
ican Hymn " in good style, when K«v, E-uftis Case, pastor of the 
Fii'st Congj'egational Church at Jaffrey Centre, offered an excel- 
lent prayer, af^er which the choir, led by Prof. Geo, Foster, ni' 
Keene, harnionioitsly vocalized an original 

■'SOXG OF WE 1", COME." 



Back from the prniried Wust, In frlciirtship pure, I trow. 

Dear kiiirtrtd, wtlconie home ; Weleomc to Jaffrey's grniiite hills, 

Tliis mitive soil you blest. Her rotky vales and sparkling I'ills. 

Ere tempted far to roam. 

Welcome to JalVrey'a granite liiila. A century ago 

Her rocky vnles and sparkling rills. Year fathers trod this ioll ; 
The gray old rocks wc know 

Back fmm llie Sontli's fair land. Bear ivltiiess of their toil. 

Back from the holly's shade, Welcome to JaflVey's granite hilla, 

■Welcome to join our band. Her rocky vnles and sparkling rillfi. 

Prom every hill and gliide. 

Welcome to Jaffrey's granite hills. With thankful hearts we bow 

Her rocky vales and aparkliiij; rills. To God, oar Fattier, Friend, 

That hei-e we meet e'en now, 

O'er ocean's waters blue And our glad greetings blend. 

We hid yon come once more; Welcome to Jaffrey's granite hills. 

Our heartJ* are faithful, true. Her rocky vale and sparkling rills. 

As In the days of yore. 

Welcome to Jaffi'ey's granite hills. We welcome you again 

Her rocky vales and sparkling rills. To your dear native land ; 

Join in our sweet refrain 

Come, .join onr festal throng, With voice and heart and hand. 

'Neath stern Monadnock'.'! brow ; Welcome to Jaffltey's granite hills, 

Our hearts to day are strong Her rocky vales and sparkling rills , 



President Cutter then came forward and said, Lahies akd 
(lENTi.BMEN : — It is With great satisfaction that I have the pleas- 
ure of introducing to you as Orator of the Day, a native of Jaf- 
frey. The venerable gentleman has lived nearly half a score of 
ycai-s more than the number allotted to man, and is thoroughly 
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JAITHEY CENTE>'KIAI„ 9 

acquainted with the early history of this town. He has served 
his native State, New Hampshire, as Chief Justice for a aeries of 
years, and to him the jurists of our State have looked for counsel. 
He has also been a guiding star in the legal profession of our sis- 
ter State where he now resides. Well can we aiford to hsten at 
this time to the Hon. Joel Parker, of Cambridge, Massachu- 
setts, whom I now introduce to you. 



Centennial Addeess. 

by hox. joel parker, of cambkidre, mass. 

Fellow Citizens, Friesd9; Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Some threes-ore yeai's since, a favorite piece for declamation by 
the junior school-boys commenced with this couplet : 



Whpn I received the invitation of the Committee of Arrange- 
ments, to dehvcr an Addi'ess, at the close of a century, more than 
three-quarters of which I represent, so fai- as years are concern- 
ed, in my own person, I was forcibly reminded of this school-boy 
exercise, and strongly tempted, revei-sing its significance, to make 
it the basis of my reply. 

But the after-thought was, that upon such occasions, reminis- 
cences are generally acceptable, even if they are trivial, and that, 
perhaps, urged by such a compHmentary requisition, I owed it to 
the Town of my birth, to waive my claim to exemption, make my 
" last appearance " on this occasion, and tell what I know, httle 
though it may be, of its early history. 

Little enough it is, in fact, for the ycai-s of my early youth 
were passed in the remote seclusion of the Northeastern cor- 
ner of the township, — and with only a few intervening yeaxs 
in the centre, my personal knowledge respecting its people, and 
its aifairs, has been only through occasional visits. 

If, " sixty years since " I had had even a remote suspicion, 
that T might stand h<Te today, t^ discourse respecting the first 
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10 JAFFKEY CENTENNIAL. 

inhabitancy of this town, and its incorporation, T would ha\-,e 
come to you this morning with a portfolio full of notations re- 
specting its ancient history. Having no snch premonition, 
many of the incidents of its early days have escaped from my 
grasp, — and the sources from which alone information respect- 
ing Lhem could have been derived are gone forever. The Cen- 
tury which is commemorated has, in the course of nature, car- 
ried away the Fathers who saw the inception of the settlement 
here, with those who immediately followed and were conversant 
with things done and transacted ijvithin its borders. 

Even in regard to a much later, date ; a few only of that peri- 
od seem to stand, somewhat like the servants of Job, who came 
from different quarters and said, one after another, — "I alone 
am escaped to tell thee;" — and doubtful upon whom I should 
charge the thty of having greater knowledge than I aught to 
have respecting the first half of the century, and thereby release 
myself from the conscription, by presenting a substitute, my con- 
clusion, at last, led me, in obedience to the requisition, to come 
before you at the present time, and ask your indulgence for the 
deficiencies which you will perceive in what I have to offer for 
your acceptance. 

The great antiquity of the Township where w.' arc assendilcd 
docs not admit of a doubt. 

It seems to be the better opinion, that in the creation of tlie 
world, granite was first formed. We are assured that gi'anite 
appears to be the fundamental rock of the earth's cinst. and 
that " wherever we reach the base of the stratified rocks, we find 
them resting upon gi-anite." 

This being so. it follows that New Hampshire is entitled to 
the credit of being part of the earliest creation. And that Jaf- 
frey had a larger interest in that creation than any of her neigh- 
bors, is shown by the fact, that on the subsequent paitition, the 
larger portion of the Monadnock was assigned to her. 

It is one of the jests about Father Sprague, as he was called, 
long the minister of Dubhn, that discoui-sing one day upon 
faith, and quoting the passage of Scripture respecting its power 
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JAFFREY CENTENMAL. 11 

to remove mountains, he turned his oyo, through the window, 
to the mass of granite in full view, and expressed a douht wheth- 
er that applied to the Monadnock. 

If there have been any very great changes in the structure of 
the earth here, since the period of creation, they are not chroni- 
cled. The Monadnock exhibits no evidence of diaturhance, by 
faith, or by volcanic influences. The only fires have been upon 
its exterior surface. At the settlement of the Township it must 
have been covered, nearly to its summit, with a dense forest. 
Some of my earliest recollections are of fires on its sides, which 
furnished pillars of smoke by day, and of fire by night, sufficient 
to have guided the children of Israel, if their path to the prom- 
ised land had lain in this vicinity. These fires left a tangled 
windfall, and a " bald rock," as it was called, at the top, — which 
was perhaps bare before that time. Possibly they arc responsi- 
ble, in some measure, for my inability to hunt up a respectable 
bear story, as a part of the minor history of the town. 

But if the mountain has not changed its local habitation, the 
town has its geologic and historic problem, of a different chai-ac- 
ter, in the meadow lying just east of this i-illage. Some twenty 
years since, in one of my occasional visits to Jaffrey, I foimd 
Dr. Fox engaged in removing large pine stumps, with roots of 
great size and length, from his portion of the meadow, on the 
westerly side, and he showed me, at the distance of a rod or two 
from the upland, small pieces of wood beai-ing evidence of hav- 
ing been cut by the beavers, and supposed to be parts of a bea^■- 
er dam, taken from a depth of some five feet below the surface. 
There were sticks of yellow birch and of alder about three or 
four inches in diameter, cut at the ends by a grooved instrument. 

It was not surprising that the heavers should have had a hab- 
itation in that vicinity. In fact, recent inquiries show that 
this town must have been a favorite locality with them. But 
it was a mystery how, in the present conformation of the land, 
there could have been a beaver dam in that spot. 

Recently it was determined to have a further examination, 
and it was soon ascertained that there had been a beaver dam at 
the outlet of the meadow, on the Southeast, near Mr. Cutter's 
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12 JAFFREY CENTENNIAL. 

tannery, — in the place which any sagacious beaver might haic 
designated for a dam, — and the conclusion was readily reached, 
that what had been discovei'ed by Dr. Fox was the remains of a 
beaver's cabin, on the Westerly shore of the pond which must 
have been formed by this dam. And so it proved. Selecting 
' a spot a short distance from that opened by Dr. Fox, we struck 
another cabin, shown clearly to be such, by iinding the beaver's 
bed, composed of small twigs, leaves and grass, well constructed 
in layers, — the general color being of a light orange when taken 
out, but becoming dark very soon, on exposure to the air. Many 
of the leaves were of perfect form, so that the kinds could be 
distinguished; and a small beech-nut was found between the 
sheets, probably not stowed away for use but taken up with the 
leaves in forming the bed. 

All mystery about the formation of a beaver dam was solved, 
but there was a marvel remaining. The beaver's bed was about 
seven feet below the surface, and when made must have been in 
a dry position, and above the surface of a pond. By what pro- 
cess of accretion had this pond been filled, and some seven feet 
of mud deposited above the bed ? On testing the depth of the 
mud with a pole, it was found to be about thirteen feet. In the 
centre of the meadow it must be much more. 

The surrounding liills, at the present time, do not give evi- 
dence that great aid in filling could have been derived from them. 
— indicating thit the bism m ist ha^e filled tself to a great ex 
tent, from its ovm resources SuiBcient miteinl must perhaps 
have betn washed in foi the commencement of the process 

Dr. Fov states that m cleaimg his meadow of these stimps 
and roots he du^ down into the mud fn some places to the 
depth often tott and that he Icund three tiers of large pme 
stumps perhaps none directly o\er the others but on three dif 
ferent 1 ^ els — one at the surface the second dbout a foot below 
the bottom loots of the fiist and the thud about the sime dis 
taace below the second bringing the third about on the le^ el 
with the bea^ei s cibm — Ihe tiees v/tie itr; lirge p nes gen 
erally thiee oi toui teet in liamctcr and similai n the several 
tiers. 
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This statL-meiit is supplemented by Benjamin Cutter, Esq., 
who says, that in clearing his part of the meadow, he dug cross 
ditches, — and that at the intersection he found three large 
stumps in a perpendicular line, — the upper one directly above 
the other two, — the two upper .of pines, one to two feet in diam- 
eter,— the lower apparently of hirch and ahout one foot, — and 
that there were pine stumps at the surface, near, or quite, four 
feet in diameter, within, probably; ten rods. 

That trees grow and decay is no marvel. But tlurcc succes- 
sive generations of them, so to speak, situated on the same spot, 
and attaining th's gigantic size, and on such a wet soil, formed 
to a great extent by their own decay, are not often seen or heard 
of, — never before to my knowledge. 

Centuries seem to be comprised in this problem. Pine trees 
four feet in diameter do not grow in a short period, and when 
grown it requires some time to resolve them by a natural process 
of decay, into good meadow mud, capable of sustaining another 
like growth. 

I can hai'dly assign less than five hundred vears, perhaps it 
may he a thousand,— as a time when this beaver's cabin was 
erected and his bed made. How much longer, and how many 
tiers of pine trees there may have been below those discovered 
is not very material. 

If any one is disposed to cavil about the exact period, 1 have 
no objection to discount a century or so ; but I cannot consent 
to give up any of the stumps, because as they stand, or rather 
stood, — the town may stump all the towns in the region round 
about, to show anything bigger, of that description. 

It needs not that I should say to you, that it was persevering 
industry and diligent hard labor which subdued the forest here, 
and converted so large a poi-tion of the township into reasonably 
fertile fields. 

It must be admitted that the surface is somewhat uneven. — 
I should be unw-illing to apply the terra rmigh to the township, 
or to any body or thing connected with it. — And there are some 
stones scattered here and there, notwithstanding the " heaps of 
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'em " piled up in the fields, in times past, by the boys, somewhat 
to their disgust when they wanted to "go a fishing." 

But this is a world of compensations. Pure air, pui-c water, 
and good drainage, are conducive to good health, and good mor- 
als ; and it is but just to say, that this is a place where a man, 
under ordinary circumstances, may expect to " live out half his 
days," and even something more, if caxefiil about his habits. 

A party to ascend the Monadnock, after "haying time," was 
one of the recreations many years since ; — but who could then 
imagine, that our beloved Town, -with its uneven surface, would 
become a celebrated resort for the seekers after health, and for 
the lovers of quiet and of the picturesque, and that the writers of 
prose, and eke of poetry, would come hither, not merely to get 
a larger view ef the world than they ever had before, but to 
make it a dwelling, and a habitation, and a shelter against the 
heats of summer, and perhaps the storms of adverse fortune.* 

Bespecting the minor incidents of ihe early history of the town, 
little can now be known, for the reasons suggested. 

It is said that there were settlers here prior to seventeen hun- 
dred and forty-nine. If so, they were occupants without even 
color of title, and doubtless did not remain. 

If we desire to derive a title otherwise than from the original 
granite, we may trace it through the Right in the Crown of 
Great Britian by Discovery. — The grant of King James I, to 
the Council of Plymouth, in the County of Devon, in England. 
— The grant of that corporation to Capt. John Mason. — A 
devise by him to his grandson Eobert Tufton, who took the name 
of Mason. — Thence as an entailed estate, through several de- 
scents to his great-grandson John Tufton Mason, — and after a re- 
covery his conveyance in 1746, to ITi e odor e Atkinson and 

*I note, however, that the inducements to the travelltir to "stop over," 
may not, within the law, bo in all respects qnite as unmemns as thosf 
held out by a poetical landlord, who kept a tavern north ofKeene village, 
some three-quarters of a century since. They ran In this wise : 
"Why will ye pass by, botli hungry and Ory, 
Good brandy, good gin, please to walk in, 
Good baiting, good bedding, 
Yonr humble servant, Thcinias Redding." 
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eleven other persons, who aft^wards became knoM'ii as "the Ma- 
sonian Proprietors." 

Acting under a vote of thess Masoniaii Proprietors, passed 
June 16, 1T49, Joseph Blanchard, of Dunstahle, as their agent, 
on the thirtieth of November of that year, conveyed to Jonathan 
Hubbard and thirty-nine others, all the Eight, Possession and 
Property of the Proprietors, to this township, then called the 
Middle Monadnock, or Number Two, — several of the grantees 
taking more than one share, the number of shares being in fact 
fifty.* The deed contained a provision by which the land 
should be divided into seventy-one shares, thi-ee shaxes being 
"granted and appropriated, free of all chai-ge, one for the first 
settled minister," " one for the support of the ministry, and 
one for the school there forever,"t the grantors reserving for 
themselves eighteen shares, acquitted from all duty and charge 
until improved. And it was provided that each share contain 
thi-ee lots, equitably coupled together, and drawn for, at or be- 
fore the first of July next, in some equitable manner. 

One of the provisions of the deed was that each of the grantees 
should, at the execnting of the instniment, pay twenty pounds 
old tenor, to defray the necessaiy charges arisen and ai-isin'f in 
said town ship. J 



•See Appendix A- 

tGrants of townslilps by the Govenior ami Coumil outside of the limits 
of the Masonian Proprietors, soiuetimes contained provisions shine 
shaifs to tbe Cliurch of England, rind to tlic society for the propHaa- 
tlon of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, wliii ii liirse share for his Excellentv 
person ally. ' 

JThe actual amount to be paid was but a sumll proportion of the nom- 
inal sum thus set down;— the old tenor beiiiK a paper currency Issued 
long before by the Province,. which, not having been redeemed accoi'dlnir 
to its tenor, had greatly depreciated, Mussaehusctts hsd three eniiHslons 
of paper currency, wLich became known as old tenor, middle "tenor and 
new tuuor. The old tenor had depreciated in 1763, so that twenty' sbil- 
llugsof It were worth only two shillings eight pence lawful money It 
may be isafely Inferred that the currency of New Hampshire was not butter. 
Probably it wan worse, Belknap, speaking of a eontiMversy between 
Governor Beunlng Wentworth and the Assembly, in 1749,' respectlnir the 

representation of the towns, says : The effect ot this eoutroversy was 

injurious to the governor, as well as to the people. The public bills of 
credit had depreciated since this administration begun, in the ratio of thir- 
ty to flfty-slx, and the value ofthe governor's salary had declined in the 
BBme proportion," 
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I'here are conditions respecting clearing, building, and set- 
ticment, to be performed within certain specified times, by the 
several grantees, — a condition that a good convenient meeting- 
house should be built, as near the centre as might be w-ith conve- 
nience, within six years from date, and ten acres of land reserved 
for public use: — another, that the grantees, or their assignees, 
by a major vote, in public meeting, should grant and assess such 
further suras as they should think necessary for carrying for- 
ward the settlement, — with a provision for the sale of so much 
of any delinquent's right as should be necessary for the payment 
of a lax, by a committee appointed for that purpose; — and a 
further provision that if any of the grantees should neglect or 
refiise to perform any of the articles, he should forfeit his share 
and right to those of the grantees who should have complied on 
their part, — with power to enter upon the right of the delin- 
quent owner, and oust hun, provided they should perform his 
duty as he should have done, within a year. 

There were provisions by which the grantors undertook to 
defend the title, to a certain extent. 

We are interested in these conditions and provisions only as 
matters of history, serving to show the measures taken by the 
Masonian Proprietors to secure the settlement of the townships 
which they granted, this among others. 

It seems probable that none of the conditions were strictly 
complied with. They could uot well be at that time. But so 
long as there were attempts, in good faith, to make settlements, 
it was not for the interest of the grantors to enforce forfeitures. 
Their shares became more valuable as the others were improved, 
and the enforcement of forfeitures, when there were attempts to 
perform, would have injured themselves. 

I have "procured from the Clerk of the Masonian Proprietors, 
copies of the documents on file in his ofiice relating to this Town- 
ship. A few items may perhaps be acceptable. 

The grantees held a meeting at Dunstable, January 1(J, 1749- 
50, at which a vote was passed that each right be laid out into 
three lots, and to couple them fit for drawing, to be done by the 
last day of May ; and that twenty pounds old tenor be raised to 
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he raised to rach right, to defray charges incidental thereto . 
A plan of the township, seyen miles long by five broad, laid 
out into ten ranges, and twenty-two lots one hundred rods wide 
to each range, was finished in May, 1750. 

ITie meeting in January was adjourned to the fia'st Tuesday 
in June, when it was again adjourned to the second Tuesday, 
at which time the lots were dr-awn. 

It is probable that some of the grantees abandoned their rights, 
as six shares were sold at this meeting, and the money ordered 
to be deposited with the Treasiu'er, to be paid " to the first five 
men that goes on with their families in one year- from this date, 
and continues there for the space of one year." 

There was a vote also for a Committee to lay out a road from 
another Number Two (Wilton) through Petcrboro' Slip, to this 
township.* 

The meeting was then adjourned to November 8th, at which 
time a vote was passed prescribing the method of calling future 
meetings, — the provision for notice being the posting of notices 
at Dunstable, Lunenberg and HoUis. A further vote appointed 
Joseph Blanchard, Benjamin Bellows, and Captain Peter Pow- 
ers, " a Committee to manage the Prudentials for this Society," 
These last votes give us a clue to the residences of some of 
the grantees. They of course belonged to the towns where no- 
tices were to be posted. Captain Peter Powers, who was the 
grantee of four shares, and the purchaser of four of the six sold 
at auction at the first meeting, — and who was one of the Com- 
mittee to manage the Prudentials, — must have been the first set- 
tler of HoUis, in 1731 ; — one of the soldiers under the, cele- 
brated Capt. John Lovewell, who fell in the Indian fight at Pig- 
wackett, in 1725, 

At a meeting of the grantees August 4, 1752, a formal vote 
was passed to accept the title with an acknowledgement that they 

•Note.— Ljndeboro', including the Northerly part of Wilton, was laid 
out by Massachusetts under Ihe claim of that Colony, and granted to certain 
porsons, mostly belonging to Salem, In consideration of their sufferings in 
the expedillon to Cannda. The residue of what is Wilton was granted 
by the Masonlan Proprietors, in 1749', and was called No. 2. Mason was 
called No. 1. Petcrboro' Slip comprised the towns of Temple and Sharon. 
This gives as the general course of the road. 
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held it under the conditions, and Kmitations, and reservations ; 
— by some of wliich there should have been clearings before 
that time. 

Copies of the deed executed by Blanchard, and of the plan ; 
and a list of the Proprietors, were filed in the office of the grant- 
ors September 4th, 1753. 

It is stated that a settlement was attempted in 1753 by Eich- 
ard Peabody, Moses Stickney and a few others, who remained 
but two or three years, llie first native was a son of Moses 
Stickney, born in 1753. 

The first permanent settlement was made in 1758, by John 
Grout and John Davidson. 

There is in the files a paper containing, Fh'st, a list of settlei-s 
on the free lots to the number of nine famihes. Second, a list 
of settlers that abide constantly on settling rights, — total 22. 
Third, " some beginnings on settling rights," number 10. Also 
a memorandum, " no meeting-house built." This is certified as 
a true account of the settling rights " carefiilly examined and 
humbly submitted" by John Grout and Koger Gilmore. There 
is no date to it, nor any memorandum ■when it was received, but 
pinned to it is a paper signed John Gilmore and Eager Gilmore, 
dated March 10, 1769, addressed to " Gentlemen Gi-antors," set- 
ting forth, that they bought the right that was Paul March's, 
January, sixty-eight, and the improvements which they have 
made and intend, and concluding ; " Gentlemen, we beg the fa- 
vor of you, as you ai-e men of honor, that you will not hurt us in 
our interest, for we have done everything in our power to bring 
forward the settlement of this place," 

Roger Gilmore is the only one of the earlier settlers that 1 am 
sure of having seen. He lived on the hill east of the tannery of 
John Cutter, — was a man of large frame, and dignified deport- 
ment, — was highly esteemed, and was much employed as Jus- 
tice of the Peace, Surveyor and in town offices and affairs. 

There is also on file, " an accompt of the settlements in Mo- 
nadnock No. 2," certified by Enoch Hale, stating the names of 
the settlers on the several rights, and the number of the rights, 
(ton in all), appearing to be delinquent. It is without date, but 
was " Received March 8th, 1770," and was probably made up 
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vi-ithin , short time pieTiousIy. From thi, it appear, that there 
were .ottlements on thirty-fom- right. ; and t.velvo lot, (addition- 
al as I understand,) improved ; — and that mills were erected on 
Kight 15, and a saw-mni on 41. 

And here, near tho close of its unincorporated existence, let 
us pay a deserved tribute to the enterprise and enersy of the 
early settlers. 

Struggling against ohstacles that were all but insuperable, and 
through hardships which might well have daunted the most de- 
temraed courage, they have, in a few years, brought the town- 
ship largely above the average of the .ettlemcnt. in the County 
and to a position exceeded only by towns of a longer existence^ 
all of which had much gi-eater facilities for access. 

The particular obstacles which the; encountered, and the de- 
tails of the hardships which they endured, wc cannot know Of 
thea personal deprivations and sufferings, we fail to form an ad- 
equate conception. It is diiScult to gain oven a general appre- 
ciation of them. 

There are, it is true, only forty niiljjB intervening between the 
head-quarters, if wc nay so call them, at Dunstable, but twenty 
or more of them are through a nearly trackless, dense forest, 
over a rough, rocky surface, with occasionally a small natural' 



meadow. 



The pioneers make their slow, painfcl way, much of it through 
the thick undor-brnsh, — the husband with an axo on his should- 
er, and what he can carry of household appendages in a pack on 
his back, and his wife follows, somewhat similarly loaded, ex- 
cept the axe. Cheap land, within the reach of their sranty 
means, has tempted them to endurance. There may be a young 
man with them. God be thanked wc do not see any young 
children. Weary, worn in spmt, a. well as in body, they roach 
the range and lot of their destination, and their first shelter is 
constructed of hemlock boughs, with the same material for a bed- 
stead, and leaves for- a matti-oss. 



ijGooglc 



go JAFFREY CEXIEXNIAI.. 

A rude log hut folio™.* And then come, the h.rd struggle 
with the tore.t, and with privation, — with the winter, its deep 
snows, and its intense eold. Theie is no communieation with 
the- ontwaid world hut hy '■ racket.," (snow-shoes), and pioneers 
of longer duration are in other towns, miles away. It is not 
necessaiy to put wild heasts into this picture 

I, it wonderful that the settlers of '03 found this too ijieat m 
endurance, even for their brave hearts, and strong mnns, and 
that they abandoned the settlement, »hen icmaming threatened 
their lives? Or rather is it not wonderfal that they hved to 
abandon it ? Surely it was not light difficulties which would de- 
ter persons who had the courage to begin such a work, from the 
prosecution of their purpose. 

But there is another attempt at set.aement made under more 
favorable auspices. 

We may suppose that the few pounds voted to be raised to 
make a road from No. 2 have been expended. The underbrush 
and some of the stones are cleared away, and trees are blamed 
along the route; and another small party of settlers start, with 
men, not in yokes, but single 61e, with such load, as they can 
carry strapped upon their backs. And there is a cow there. 
The small patches of natural meadow furnish food for the am- 
mals, and the emigrants arrive with better means of establishing 
themselves. — The trees fall, — the logs are drawn, piled, burnt, 
— a small space is cleared, — a shelter is built, — seed is sown, 
and the vegetation, anxiously watched and tended, gives a scan- 
ty crop. But sickness comes. Exposure ha. produced its nat- 
ural result ;— fever is in the honsehold. I'hero is no physi- 
cian. The medicines are the few simple remedies brought in the' 
luggage. Acts of neighborly kindness would he cheerfully rend- 



Tbe leg irnt most have been an InstltaUoi. of short cjiration. & tar 
. ?.., .,,— gig iittiu ti-adltioBOfinir tiousus In the town. A jtr 
erected in Peterboro' 



•Tbe be hnt must nave oeeu un mji.vu^.". , .^ V ..„ i .,. 

, bar. bird, lb.,. 1. 11..;= «d«l» o;;.J b...e.jn tt. town ^^^A_ t. 



the jr.c.'onbTsoutbPaolory, In 175i. Rev. .Toba H. Mori.on 



...]1al CeU'bralicin in Petevboro", 
Ihlle HSBd. 8(ibstantlftl fiame 



says ''at tils period [1770] loghuis were Uule as«d. Hubstan m. la 
rou«s. Hy «f them t«o stories High, had been erected/^ Ard »o U: 
seen from the relarn of 1770, that there were then two saw mills here. 
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ered, if there were near neighbors, but arc of diiRcult procm-ement 
in this forest of" magnificent distances," and all the hours of at- 
tendance by the sick bed are so much time withdrawn from what 
would otherwise have been essentially necessary for labor and for 
rest. — Alas ! the kindest care, the unslumhcring watch, and the 
fervent prayer, are unavailing, and the sufferer, no longer such, 
is laid to final rest in some quiet corner of " the clearing." 

Out of this darkness comes a brighter dawn. Lumber can be 
had. The mills are miles distant, to be sure, and the transpor- 
tation difficult, but perseverance overcomes obstacles. " The 
road " has been improved. — There is a hnrse upon the path. — 
ITie rider has a young child in her lap, and one somewhat older 
sits behind. — Her husband drives "the stock." Thewayis not 
so toilsome, — there are more articles of housekeeping in the 
luggage, —more of encouragement, more of hope, more of frui- 
tion, more of happiness. 

We have reached 1770, and there are several families here. 
The settlement is established on a lirm basis. 

Let us never fail to do justice to the pioneers, men and women, 
who with such resolute courage, fortitude, patience and perse- 
verance, established a civilized society in the midst of a trackless 
wilderness. 

We should do ourselves a great wrong, if we did not express 
our deep admiration of them. 

In 1T71, the Province was divided into Counties. Prior to 
this time all the public offices were in Portsmouth or the vicini- 
ty, and the Courts were held there. 

In an Act for making a new proportion of public taxes, passed 
May 28, 1773, which included unincorporated places, Monad- 
nock No. 2 is set down at £3-5s in the £1000. ITie propor- 
tion for Cheshire County, which until 1827, included what is 
now Sullivan County, was £117— 8s. There were twelve towns 
in the County rated higher than Jafirey, and seventeen towns and 
places at less. This proportion of the taxation serves to show, 
in some measure, its relative importance, at that time. 
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The Masoiiian Proprietors had and claimed only a right of 
property. Their title to the land passed by the deed authorized 
by them, as a deed passes the title to land at the present 
day ; but there was no right of town governmynt granted. ■ The 
provision for taxing the shares, and collecting the tax, could on- 
ly be made eifectual through the laws of the Province. The ju- 
risdiction was in the Governor and Council, and the Assembly. 

The grantees of the lands acted like a corporation for tho di- 
vision and disposition of their lands, and the performance of 
their duties as a Proprietary, but for nothing beyond. When 
those things were accomplished, the Proprietary was at an end, 
— dissolved. And this was true also of the townships granted 
by the Governor, outside of the limits of the Masonian lines, 
unless incorporated. 

There was no provision in the general laws by which an as- 
sessment could be made upon the inhabitants of unincorporated 
places, for which reason the Act apportioning the public taxes, 
in 1773, contained a provision appointing persons, who were 
named, to call meetings of the inhabitants of such places, and 
requiring the inhabitants at such meetings to choose the necessa- 
ry officers for assessing and collecting the tax, and giving author- 
ity for that purpose. 

And so the time had come when the interests of the people 
required corporate powers, of a general character, and on the 
17th of August, 1773, an Act of Incoiporation was granted,' 
nominally by His Majesty, George HI but m f tct by the Royal 
Governor, John Wentworth, with advice of the Council, — the 
corporate name being found in the name ot one of the Masonian 
Proprietors, who was then Secretary ; ind fiiffiei/ was installed 
into the great brotherhood of political and municipil incorpora- 
tions, called Towns ; which have been of such mcalculable ben- 
efit not only to New England, where they originated, and of 
which they are the glory and the piidf but through it to the 
country at large. 

The centuries of which we usually speak, date from the com- 
mencement of the christian ei-a, — occasionally from the period 
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assigned by Biblical Theology as the time of the creation of the 
world. 

But a century may have its beginning at any point of time. 
That of which we now witness the close had its inception with 
this incorporation. If the event be supposed to be one of com- 
parative insignificance, it was one which has had a greater abso- 
lute force, for the promotion of the happiness of those persons 
inhabiting within the limits of the town, than any of the greater 
ones which have astonished the world. 

If we should suspend, for a moment, the consideration of the 
local interests attached to this incorporation, and which entitle 
it to mark the commencement of a century, and its anniver- 
sarj- to a grateful recognition and celebration, and should turn 
our attention to the general history of the century which has 
followed, we should find that this century may challenge a com- 
parison with any one which has preceded it, whatever date may 
be assigned for the commencement of the latter. 

But we must not undertake the centennial history of the world 
to-day. On our recollection of it, however, we may surely be 
pardoned if we exclaim,— Great has been the century which had 
its commencement in the incorporation of the town of Jaftrey ! 

These incorporated towns had their origin in Plymouth, Dux- 
bury, and Scituate, in the Plymouth Colony, — followed by 
Charlestown, Salem and Newton, (since Cambridge,) and Dor- 
chester, in Massachusetts, — and by Portsmouth, Dover, Exeter, 
and Hampton, in this state. 

It has been suggested that the Town Organization had its ori- 
gin in the Congi-egational Cbui-ch polity, — and in fact the or- 
ganization of the church, in the earlier settlements of the Pil- 
grims and the Puritans, accompanied the organization of the 
town. 

But the t,own grew mainly out of the sec-ular need,' — out of 
the democratic principle of self-government,— as is shown from 
the fact that changes in the modes and forms of worship, and in 
the different church organizations, have not affected the Town- 
ships, and the Towns; — Whereas Congregationalism had no ex- 
istence outside of the portions of the country where these Town- 
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ships existed. Instead of creating Townships and Towns, it has 
not itself hccn treated to any extent, where they have not 
existed. It cannot well exist without them. But they now ex- 
ist in the Western country, where Congregationalism has as yet 
little foothold, — and hut for them it would have heen long sinee 
merged in Presbyterianism, which has been the prevailing form 
of orthodoxy in all parts of the country where these towns have 
been unknown.' 

Considering the principles and objects of the emigrants, the 
town system may be said to have been a necessity, in the exist- 
ing state of things, in the early settlement of this part of the 
country. It was the only organization by and through which 
the settlers could best provide for their wants, and have the full 
enjoyment of the liberty which they prized so highly; — and 
they devised it accordingly. 

The early settlers of the Plymouth Colony discovered, that 
the grant of corporate powers to the small separate settlements, 
and the passage of general laws giving them such powers and 
privileges as would enable them to provide for their local needs, 
and subjecting them to the performance of such duties as might 
be required by the government of the whole Colony, was the 
best and fittest way for the transaction of the affairs of the 
different localities, and they so provided. — This conclusion was 
reached, not through any revelation which perfected the system 
at once, but by degrees, through their daily and yeai-Iy experi- 
eHce ; and the system, inaugurated at Plymouth, commended it- 
self to the Massachusetts Colony, so that it was adopted there 
at the outset. 

The earliest settlements in this State were commenced in a 
slightly different manner, Portsmouth, Dover, and Hampton be- 
ing towns, independent of each other, with separate powers of 
government, exercised by agreement, without any act of Incorpo- 
ration. But when the government of the Colony of New Hamp- 
shire was organized, grants of townships were made and towns 
incorporated. 

In this organization of towns, the settlements of New Eng- 
land differed from those of Virginia, and other Southern States, 

•See Appendix B. 
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and to those towns, providing for local wants, and performing 
local duties, New England owes much of the prosperity, of which 
she has had a reasonable share to this day. 

ITie early settlers in this place, like those of other towns, 
wanted religious teachers and institutions. This is shown, not 
merely by the character of mankind, the nature of society, and 
the particular character of the parties, but by the provisions in 
the grant of the township giving one share for the first settled Min- 
ister, and one for the support of the Ministry, and by the condi- 
tion requiring that a good convenient meeting-house should he 
built near the centre within six years. 

Whatever we may think respecting ourselves, at this later day, 
with our more dense population, and our enlarged means, we 
may well conclude, that at that period, it was for the benefit of 
the civil state, that the institutions of religion should be main- 
tained through some organization having legal power to provide 
for the support of religious teachers. In fact the authority of 
the towns to provide for the settlement of ministers and their 
support, remained until 1819, although the efficiency of the law 
was much impaired, by religious divisions, at an earlier day, 
ITie clergyman had then no need to spend bis summer in Eu- 
rope, or the Adirondacks. His parish being the town, — his 
parochial visits furnished him with sufficient " muscular Christian- 
ity" for all practical piurposes. 

They wanted schools, and of course they needed school-houses, 
— and for the erection of these, school districts. The inhabi- 
tants of the town, with a full understanding of the local needs of 
all portions of the town, could arrange these districts, — the 
people of the several districts could then determine the situa- 
tion and the size of the house required, with regard t-o their ac- 
commodation, and pecuniary ability ; — and the tax voted by the 
town for the support of schools, being divided in an equitable 
manner, could then be applied to the purposes of education, in 
these districts watli the greatest possible efRciency. — The poor 
little school houses would not make a great show by the side of 
some modem structures, — but they did a work, perhaps quite as 
useful as if the seats had had cushions, and the desks had been 
of mahogany. 
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They wanted highways. This need of faciUties for interoom- 
munication, and for intercourse with other portions of the coun- 
try, must have impressed itself upon them, by the inconvenien- 
ces which they suffered, in a manner to assure an energetic use 
of their powers in this respect, — and thy town incorporation, 
with its power to divide into districts for this purpose, and by 
the appropriation of mon?y or labor, to bs expended under 
surveyors interested to do a good work, soon rendered ti'avel 
safe, and even convenient. I'he great rocks have disappeai'cd, 
one alter another, under the persevering application of the high- 
way tax, until the " drives " have, as you know, become very at- 
tractive. 

The then existing modes of travel and transportation did not 
require roads of the most perfect construction. Chaises had not 
been introduced. 'I'he Hght Dearborn wagon had not been in- 
vented. The single horse had no difficulty in picking his way, 
and by skilful "hawing and geeing," the oxen and cart were 
enabled to avoid the more formidable obstructions. Personal 
transportation was mostly on horseback ; but the cart was made 
the carryall when several persons were to be conveyed, ITie 
side-saddle furnished a healthful means of locomotion for the 
women, and when it became necessary to ride double, the pilli- 
on, no longer known alas, formed a very comfortable seat for 
the lady. As it was necessary in order to keep the seat proper- 
ly, that she should pass her arm around the side of the gentle- 
man, this was, in some cases, a very acceptable mode of trans- 
portation to the junior portion of the community. 

No system of general legislation could provide for all these 
local wants and necessities, according to the exigencies of partic- 
ular cases. 

But the general laws enabled these small communities, acting 
as municipal corporations, to proiade each for itself, in relation' 
to these and other matters, according to its own views of what 
it needed, and what it could perform ; it being premised that it 
had needs upon some subjects, to some extent, and muni perform 
to that extent, at least, — with liberty to do more, which it usually 
did. — ITius it must raise a certain amount of money for the sup- 
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port of schools, — and might raise more if deemed expedient. 

The powers and privileges which the towns possessed were 
not talents to he wrapped in a napkin, and bnjjed in the earth, 
nor did the people belong the class of slothful and unfaithful 
servants who seek to escape from their duties. 

There were other duties and rights attached to these incorpo- 
rations. The duty of supplying the needs of the aged, and in- 
firm, and incompetent, who were unable to supply themselves ; 
so that want and destitution should be alleviated, and starvation 
unknown, was deemed a common duty of each community, — 
and could best he performed by these incorporations. 

Through them, also, the inhabitants were primarily to enjoy 
such political rights as were conceded to the people in the days 
of the Province, and the more extended and exalted, powers 
which were confen-ed by the acquisition of Independence, the 
organization of the State, and the adoption of the Constitution 
of the United States. — All the rights of suf&agc were to be ex- 
ercised within the town incorporation, the electors being sum- 
moned thereto by its warrants for such purposes. — Again, ^ — - 
the meetings held for these purposes gave opportunity for the 
full consideration and discussion of the measures required for the 
public good, and for the expression of the opinions of the inhab- 
itants respecting them. How many of the specifications of the 
Declaration of Independence originated in the Resolutions of the 
towns we cannot now know. — Although no trace may be left, 
we know that there must have been arguments for and against 
the adoption of the Constitution of the United States, when the 
Delegates were chosen to attend the Convention which ratified 
it by a small majority, proposing divers amendments, — most of 
which were adopted immediately afterwards. Some voted against 
the ratification, fearing that such amendments would not be 
made, — perhaps so instructed by their constituents. 

Nothing could have been better adapted to the execution of 
all these purposes than these "little Democracies," as DeToc- 
queville has called them. 

The social privileges connected with the organization must not 
be overlooked. It niade the inhabitants of the small tract of terri- 
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tory Trvithin its limits, a brotherhood, — promoting the welfare of 
each other and of the whole community, by the meeting-house, 
the school-house, and the highway, — and in these, and other 
ways, establishing good order, social intercourse, and a kindly 
feeling towards each other. 

The Town was the efficient means which secured the prosper- 
ity of the household. The several famiHes, farmers, mechanics, 
laborers, and professional persons, needed, for the development 
of their resources, and the greatest enjoyment of their privileges, 
something beyond their isolated households, — something beyond 
even the mutual support of each other in their various neighbor- 
hoods, and they found it in the Town. It enlarged, while it 
concentrated, their sympathies, formed and moulded their opin- 
ions, and gave expression to their united will. Lastly, the mil- 
itary company organizationa were mostly within tQie Town, — 
two Conamunities sometimes uniting to furnish an extra article 
in this line. From these companies the ranks of the army have 
been recruited in time of war, — being hable to draftif necessai-y. 
In the time of the Revolution, when the ordinary mode of 
supplying the army seemed hkely to fail, requsitions were made 
upon the towns to furnish ammunition and provisions, and were 
promptly answered. They were often the storehouses of am- 
munition. 

If any one who does not know, wou!d seek an oxemp'ification 
of the utility of the Town incorporations, let him look at Jaffrey 
today, and study her history. 

An admirable result of the Town ©ionization was, that the 
Revolution, which followed almost immediately upon the incor- 
poration of this Town, did not place the country in a state of 
disintegration. The Town organization remained, — its efficien- 
cy necessarily somewhat impaired, — but the town officers, having 
been elected by the people, stiH retained their confidence and 
support. Such powers as could be exercised only in the name 
of the king, or under the royal authority, were at first suspend- 
ed, and then abrogated ; but the same powers were immediately 
exercised under the authority of the people ; and the towns dur- 
ing all the time served to a great extent the purposes for which 
they were established. 
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A Eevolutionary Convention, called by the Committee of Cor- 
respondence, in 1775, recommended that those who had been 
chosen into oiBce in the usual manner should, as formerly, be 
considered the proper officers, and that the town, selectmen and 
other officers proceed in the usual manner in granting and col- 
lecting monies, &c., unless some particular direction was given ; 
— adding this significant paragraph : — 

" If any, inimical to their country, or inattentive to the ruin 
which must ensue upon a contrary conduct, should refuse, we 
trust that all the friends of the country will effectually sti-cngth- 
en the hands of the selectmen, constables and collectors," 

It is not supposed that any one here by his refusal rendered 
it necessary, even to hint at a resort to the peculiar strengthen- 
ing plaster, thus indicated. 

February 13, 1775, the tow-n voted unanimously to visit Mr. 
Wilhams, of Keene, — a vei-y extraordinary civility on the face of 
the vote. WilHams was a lawyer, but the call on him was not 
for professional advice. — He was a tory, and this unusual dem- 
onstration had reference to that fact. The further proceedings 
in relation to the proposed visit are not of record^-^'It is a fair 
presumption that there was no tory- in Jaffrey who might be 
visited with much less trouble. 

No other system could so well have supplied civil govern- 
ment, under such circumstances. 

It was more difficult to deal with matters of which the Courts 
of Justice had jurisdiction. The Courts, on recommendation of 
the Convention, adjouj-ned. 

Justices of the Peace could not well issue compulsory process 
under the royal authority, in the existing circumstances. The 
collection of debts by suit was suspended, and the natural con- 
sequences were, in one instance at least, exemplified here. In 
the files of the Convention of 177-5, is a memorial, or represen- 
tation, address to the " Honorable Provincial Congress " signed 
by Jethro Bailey, William IWner and Roger Gilmore, Com- 
mittee of Correspondence, setting forth that Benjamin Nutting 
of Peterboro' Slip, so called, had entered a complaint to them 
against John Davis, Junior, of Jaffi-ey, that upon the second day 
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of October, instant, as he came to the house of John Eaton, on 
some business, he was assaulted by said Davis, and abused in the 
most "solem" manner, as appears by sundry evidences, — that not- 
withstanding Davis was notified to attend and hear the evidences 
examined, he refused, — that he had often been requested to 
settle the matter, but remained obstinate, and persisted in his 
villainy, with insolence. 

The Committee enclosed the depositions and earnestly desired 
the Convention to take the matter into consideration, and either 
determine it bstween them, or invest tha ComiOLttse with a prop- 
er authority to act, with instructions how to proceed in the ease. 
It does not appear that any action was taken upon the subject. 

On the fifth of January, 1776, a " Form or Plan of Civil 
Government " was adopted by a Convention, or Congress, which 
met for the purpose, under which the affairs of the towns were 
again transacted in legal form. The Form of Government was 
limited by its terms to continue " during the present unhappy 
contest with Great Britian," but served as a State Constitution 
for many years, and has been said to be the first State Consti- 
tution. V I l l i i " i "miutL^L., ]>T: ' illi Caiuliua luiJu^ f u imi.d - 

This caused no change in the organization of the Town, or in 
its proceedings, except that the latter were now conducted, once 
more, under what proved to be a sufficient legal authority. 

A few items in relation to the increase of the population, and 
the rate of taxation, may serve to show the comparative progress 
with the other towns. 

ITie Convention of 1775, ordered a survey to be made of the 
people in the several counties, for the purpose of determining 
the ratio of representation in the Assembly, from which it ap- 
pears that Jaf&ey had 351 inhabitants. Of thirty towns in the 
County, ten or eleven had a larger number. She had sixteen 
men in the army. This is a very strong delegation for such a 
small community, just organized, — larger than any of the towns 
not having more inhabitants. Kecne had 75(3 inhabitants. 
Chesterfield, Westmoreland and Richmond a still greater num- 
ber. 
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The Census, in 1790, gives JaSrey a population of 123i>. 
There were then only six towns in the County with a popula- 
tion greater than this, and these, with the exception of Keene, 
lay on the South border, or on the Connecticut River, and so 
were more easy of access. Keene had 1314 inhabitants. 

In 1800 the population was 1341. Eleven towns had a larg- 
er population, mostly much more favorably situated. Keene 
had 1645. 

By an Act of the Assembly in 1777, determining the propor- 
tion of each town for every £1000 of the State taxes, Jaffrey's 
proportion was £5— 9s,— 5d. There were nine towns in the 
County having a greater valuation, — that of Keene being £10— 
■5s.— 9d., — twenty-two having less, 

"When, in 1780, a requisition was made for a hundred and 
twelve thousand weight of beef for the army, the proportion of 
Jaffrcy was 7326 pounds; the proportion of Keene 11,309. 
The same year a new proportion of taxes gave Jaftrey £6— 10s.— 
lOd., Keene £10-ls.-lld. 

Another proportion in 1789 shows a comparative increase, fa- 
vorable to the prosperity of Jaftrey, — that is, supposing that the 
duty to pay a larger proportion of taxes indicates in fact a larg- 
er ability to perform the duty, — which probably is not always 
the case. Jaffrcy is set at £7-128.-5d., Keene £9-19s.-6d. 

Another proportion in 1794 gave for JaSrey £7— 98.-8d., 
Keene £9-14s.-6d. But in this year the valuation of Chester- 
field, Walpole and Westmoreland, lying on the Connecticut Riv- 
er, each exceeded that of Keene. 

It is not my purple to refer in detail to the proceedings of 
the town, in the exercise of its rights and the performance of its 
duties. This is the special province of the future historian, and 
to him, whoever he may be, I remit it. 

But a few brief notes, having reference to some of the subjects 
which have been mentioned, may find a place upon this occasion. 
The first m.eeting under the act of incorporation was for the 
choice of town officers only. It was called by Jonathan Stanley, 
specially authorized by the Charter, August 27, 1773, and was 
held September 14. 
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Another meeting was held September 28, to raise money for 
the building of roads, and the support of the Gospel. 

April 26, 1774, it was voted to build a meeting-house; and 
July 6, to build one of larger dimensions, — to let the building 
at pubhc Tendue, — that it should be raised by the middle of 
June next, at the town's cost, — with several other votes on the 

It was voted in March 1775, that the Committee to build, 
provide all things necessary to raise the house at the cost of the 
town. But March 30, 1780, there was a vote to make allow- 
ance to Captain Henry Coffin for the barrel of rum which he 
paid for, to raise the meeting- house. The Captain it would 
seem, intervened patriotically, to supplement the deficiency of 
the provision made by the Committee, and waited a long time 
for reimbui-sement. 

There is a tradition that the meeting-house was raised on the 
day of the battle of Bunker Hill, and that the guns of that bat- 
tle were heard here. But this must be a mistake. Wben the 
matter is examined, the probabilities are against it. It is hard- 
ly probable that guns fired at Charlestown could be heard here, 
with the New Ipswich hills and the forest intervening, even on 
a quiet day, when there was no meeting-house to raise. More- 
over, the battle was on Saturday, which was as good a day for a 
battle as any other day, but would hardly be selected as the 
time to raise a meeting-house, lest there should be some work 
remaining which ought to be performed the next day. 

The conclusion to be derived from the improbabilities is forti- 
fied by direct hear say evidence. I received a letter a few days 
since from Dr. Jeremiah SpofFord, of Groveland, Mass., in which 
he says, " My father, Jeremiah SpofFord, as a master carpenter, 
framed that church. Ho was employed to do It by Captain 
Samuel Adams, whose wife was his sister, Jacob Spofford and 
Joseph Haskell went up with him, to work on the frame. * * * 
My father often related, seventy years ago, that they raised the 
house, and that ending his job, they set out for home the next 
day, travelling " ride and lie," three men, with one horse to car- 
ry tools and case the men in turn ; — that coming down through 
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TowuSL'iid, in thi.: forenoon, they heard the roar of cannon, which 
proved to be the cannon of Bunker Hill, and coming over the 
Wcstford Hills, in the evening, they saw the light of Charles- 
town burning. ***«,* Captain Adams was one of the 
contractors to build the house, and was a carpenter himself." 

It may be objected that " unlucky " Friday, was as little like- 
ly as Saturday to bo selected as the day to begin such a work. 
But the explanation seems easy. The town had voted to raise 
by the middle of June, The contract would naturally specify 
that as the time of performance. There would he a desire, and 
time enough, for compliance. The fifteenth of June was Thurs- 
day, If we suppose that to be the day selected, and that there 
was some unfinished work to he done on Friday, to complete 
the job, we shall have the carpenters on then homeward way 
on Saturday, in the localities in -which Mr Jeremiah Spofford 
placed them. 

We may give up the tradition without a sigh. Neither the 
meeting-house, nor the battle will suffei bv the loss of it. 

There was some delay in settling a minister Several candi- 
dates were hired. There was a ^ ote thit voung men supply the 
pulpit ; and some others indicating that the services of some of 
the candidates were not quite satisfactory. But^June 1st, 1780, 
it was voted to hear Mr. Caleb Jcwctt more, if he can be ob- 
tained; and September 4th, a vote to concur with the church in 
giving him a call. Why he did not accept, does not appear. — 
Perhaps from the insufficiency of the salary offered. He was, I 
think, a graduate of Dartmouth, of 1776, a native of Newbury, 
Mass., and afterwards settled in Gorham, Maine. 

In 1782, they settled the Rev. Laban Ainsworth, a native of 
Woodstock, Connecticut; — a graduate of Dartmouth College in 
1778. 

The first vote for a salary was for £70 " while he supplies the 
desk," — which was afterwards changed to " while he remains the 
minister of the town." Choosing with deliberation, they ai-e en- 
titled to the credit of having abided by their determination. — 
Mr, Ainsworth hved to the age of more than a hundred years, 
— officiated without a colleague until 1832, — and remained as 
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the pastor of the church antil his death, but his labors were dis- 
continued a few years eai'lier. As many of you knew him well, 
I need not speak of his appearance or services. A withered 
right arm was probably the reason why he did not write his ser- 
mons. If, as has been said, he sometimes looked up his text on 
Sunday morning, after breakfast, the fact will serve to show his 
confidence in his powers of discussion. 

The tales respecting the jokes, practical and otherwise, pass- 
ing between him and Father Sprague, ai'c numerous, many of 
them probably fictitious. But there was, unquestionably, a suf- 
ficient encounter of wits to lay a good foundation for some of 
them. 

In the infancy of such a settlement, the difiiculties of estab- 
lishing and maintaining a school or schools would necessarily be 
very great. If the means of support had been abundant, the 
facilities for the attendance of the scholars must have been quito 
limited. 

The first appropnation of £8 was made April 13, ITTa. 

Soon we find votes for the division of the money, indicating 
schools in different parts of the township, — then a division in- 
to districts. 

That the interests of education have received full support 
here, may be inferred from the fact, that twenty-four young men 
have graduated at the diiferent colleges. Twenty of them at 
Dartmouth. 

It is not surprising that they deemed expenditures upon the 
roads as of the first importance. — Will you think it strange 
when I say that they appropriated much larger sums for high- 
ways than they did for the support of the gospel and the schools '! 
Will you be astonished that at their second meeting they voted 
£80, lawful money, to be worked out on the roads, and only £(J 
to procure preaching, and that this disparity increased so that 
April 13, 1775, when they voted £8 for the school, they again 
voted £6 for preaching, and £130 for the roads? 

We must recollect t^at the efficiency of their maintenance of 
preaching depended upon their- first mending their ways. 
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It may be said, that roads lay at the foundation of their pros- 
jicrty, spiritual, as well as temporal. Without roads the settle- 
ment could not succeed ; and if that failed, the support of relig- 
ious teaching, and the school failed with it. As the roads were 
made better, settlements were encouraged, the ability to support 
the institutions of religion was enlarged, and the appropriations 
were enlarged also. 

It is with gi-eat regret that I refer again to my inability to give 
some better account respecting the earliest inhabitants. 

Perhaps my recollections of a later date may possess some in- 
terest, and serve with those of others, to fill a page of local his- 
tory. 

In the eai'ly part of the present Christian century, there was 
clustered in the vicinity of the meeting-house, which then had 
no steeple, the house of Rev. Mr. Ainsworth at the Southeast 
corner of the Common,— Danforth's Tavern, where Cutter's Ho- 
tel now stands,— the store of Joseph Thorndike, Esq., and Da- 
vid Page's store, on the East side, Cragin's Saddlery Shop on 
the Northeast corner, and on the North a large pile of buildings 
belonging to Joseph Cutter, Esq., of which only the main dwell- 
ing-house now remains. He kept a tavern, and had very ample 
accommodations for his customers. He was, I think, much the 
largest landholder in the township, and had an ambition- to set- 
tle each of his numerous sons on a farm, which he accomplished 
to a great extent. At the Southwest corner of the buiyinf 
ground was a school- house. East of Danforth's Tavern was his 
blacksmith's shop. North of which was the dwelling-house of 
Capt. Samuel Adams. 

Commencing- at the Common, the road to the Northeast, lead- 
ing to Peterboro', and to the Southeasterly part of Dublin, passed 

by a small house on the corner, at the left, no longer there, 

which was occupied at one time by Mr. Cummings, afterwards 
by Dr. Johnson, and by Jonathan Lufkin, — there turning North 
the road extended, by the place where the Melville Academy 
now stands, less than a quarter of a mile, where it forked, the di- 
rect road proceeding Northerly towards Dublin, by the houses 
of Mr. Newton and Thomas French, — the Easterly fork, which 
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was the principal road, running over the hill by a hoiise occw- 
pied by David Smiley, Esq., Attorney at Law. 

This house has gone, and the road over the hill has gone with 
it. The more modern route. Northeast, by Mr. John Cutter's 
tannery, and Easterly of the meadow, entered this old road at 
the foot of the hill, on the East. 

Nearly a mile East of the village was the house of Widow 
Bryant. 

The road forked a few rods Easterly. On the Northerly 
branch, which branched again, lived Samuel Gary, Benjamin 
Lawrence, Deacon Jesse Maynard, Azael Gowing, Mpses Stick- 
ney, Samuel Stickney, Silas Pierce, Jacob Jewell, Benj. Frost. 

Proceeding a short distance, the Easterly branch appeared 
to run into a North and South road, but the Northerly part was 
the main road to the Northeast. A few rods to the South was 
the house of Alpheus Crosby. In front, that of Asa Sawyer. 

Pursuing the main road, at a distance of about half a mile, 
on the right side, — was the 'house of Lieut. ITiomas 
Adams, which has disappeared. Another was built near, 
on the left side, many years since, occupied by Daniel Emery. 
Not far beyond, at the place where a road now leads 
off to the East village, there came into this road from the 
West a short branch road on which lived Mr. Bates. At 
this point came another fork. On the Northerly branch which 
has been slightly changed at its commencement, a q^uarter of a 
mile brought the traveller to another fork, the Westerly road 
being merely a local branch, terminating at the house soon after 
owned by Samuel Pierce. On the Easterly or main branch, we 
came next to the school-house of the district of my early boy- 
hood,— and in the field some quarter of a mile Southeast was 
the house of Ebenezer Burpee. 

Miss Hitty Brooks was one of the teachers of the summer 
school, a most estimable young lady, whoso kindness dwells in 
my memory. She afterwards married Samuel Pierce. 

The old school-house has disappeared, and a few years more 
will carry all its memories with it. A few of its inmates at a 
later date still r 
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Starting once more upon our way, we find next where was 
the house of Whitcomb Powers, at the base of tho hill, on the 
left. It is no longer thoie. There was none a little onward, 
where the residence of my late friend Levi Fisk, Esq., has stood 
for many years. On the Northerly branch of a fork of the road 
a few rods further running to Twitchell's mills, in the Easter- 
ly part of Dublin, was the house of his father Thomas Eisk. At 
the fork last mentioned was formerly the shop of John Pushee, 
of which nothing but the ruins remained so far hack as I can re- 
collect. I have the impression it had been burned. 

Thence, pursuing the Easterly branch of the highway, next 
came the house of my father, who came here from Pepperell in 
May, 1780, settled in the unbroken forest, and cleared his farm 
himself, with auch assistance as he could obtain. Some of you 
know the place. I am not aware of the particular inducement 
which led him to settle there. Probably a representation that 
it was a nice bit of land, dog cheap; — and cheapness was a 
consideration not to be despised.* It proved rough and rocky, 
and admitted of any amount of hard labor. Twenty-five years 
of patient, persevering industry had made a difference in the 
appearance of things. There were rods of stone wall, requiring 
some knowledge of the mysteries of compound addition, to say 
how many. There were cattle and sheep, — hay in the barn,— 
a patch of flax in the field; — and a little wheel, and a great 
wheel, and a great loom in the house.f The wood pile, would ' 
have deemed itself neglected if it had not extended a hundred 
feet, "more and not less," along the wall, with an indefinite 
breadth, and a height which no one undertook to measure. 
ITie fire-place in the common working-room, received back logs 
two and a half feet in diameter. I am tempted to put on the 
other half foot, but refrain. From the great brick oven, by the 
side of fire place, there issued, from time to time, baked pump- 

•Coneide ration 260 pounds, lawful money, — 10^; acres of lanrl part of 
lot 20 Id the first range. 

tGirls " hired themselves out " to spin. Wlien the cloth was fulled and 
dressed, the tailoress of the naighborhood came, cut, and made up the 
clothes. — When the hides were tunned, the shoemaker, in his rounds, 
came once or twice in the year, and made up a stocit of boots and shoes 
fbr the family, staying perhaps a week for the purpose. 
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kins, sucli as no cooking stove, invented or to be invented, can 
ever produce, — and tliei« was no watering of the milk. 

On winter evenings apples were roasting and sputtering upon 
tile heartli,— and there was a mug of cider there. Checkers 
and jack-straws were seen occasionally, and some card teeth 
were set. 

My brothers caught minks, and musc^uash, partridges and 
pickerel, rabbits and woodchucks,— and in haying time, I took 
up bumble bees" nests, getting poor pay for my labor. 

In order to economise time. I give this biief sketch of a single 
household, instead of a more elaborate statement which I was 
preparing respecting farming life generally in the town; — and 
in the hope that the personality may be excused, in considera- 
tion of its brevity. Any one by pursuing things to theii- natu- 
ral antecedents and conclusions, may judge somewhat of the 
whole from these few particulars. Exceptions of course." 

Half a mile onward was the house of the Widow Turner. 

The widow relished a joke, and perhaps I may be pardoned for 
telling a short story, which she told herself. She had taken her 
grist to be ground at the mills of Samuel Twitchell, Esq., the 
father of the celebrated surgeon Dr. Amos Twitchell, just with- 
in the hmits of Dnblin, riding, of course, upon the top of the 
bags. The Squire who was somewhat of a humorist, had a hired 
man named White, certainly not beautiful to behold. Tile wid- 
ow's description of what occurred fuither was in this wise ;— 
" When I got there the Squire was in the yard, and I said to him, 
' help me off my horse. Squire ; ' which he did. Then I said to 
Hm, 'now kiss me Squire i ' and he tuined and called • White, 
White, White; ' as if he was calling some great dog, and there 
came out of the mill the ugliest looking critter that ever I set 

*The manefactures of cotton were those of the hoosehold eo.'ratcil hv 
h.e,I power. Kamuaa Snow, ot P.lertoro'. m.EuS,, "b.jr™,a, fS 
eotto.ajawoo poDchlrette holes m (b. l.alhers,™ p'.p,,ir S' 
i.rth aotl a„t,lbntme th«»i •moug ihe aUireni tamin.. In tb. "eeloS 
;"';",;'!"!■ •» <•' •«•> ;'• J»»»e P«ople. who m that ;,, pa, "S° 

hibmct or cotton niann&ctniics In Pn.rboio' and elsewhere. 
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my oyes on, anil the Squire said, 'Come here, White, and kiss 
this Ti'oraan ;— I always keep a man to do that drudgery for me.' " 

A short distanue farther, at the extreme Northeast corner of 
thi^ town, was Samuel Saunders, a very good carpenter as well 
as a farmer. Here the road turned short to the South, and pass- 
ing the house of Elijah Wellman, connected near the line of Pe- 
terboro' with the Southerly branch, which we left soon after 
passing Lieut. Adams's. A house has existed South of Well- 
man's, occupied by Andrew Holmes, but I think of a later date. 

Turning back to the Southerly branch, and taking the direc- 
tion to Peterboro', there was near t^^fork t);ie house of Roger 
Brigham. Then came the house of ^^luSawrelle, then Parker 
Maynard, then Samuel Patrick, then Mr. Snow. 

Samuel Dakin, Esq., Attorney at Law, who afterwards re- 
moved to New Hartford, in the State of New York, purchased 
land North of Capt. Adams, in the middle of the town, and built 
the house now occupied by Dr. Fox, about 1805. My father, 
having bought a corner lot of Mr. Dakin, erected the house at 
the Northerly end of that street, and I became an inmate of the 
echool-house at the corner of the burying ground. There is a 
reminiscence of disciphne connected with this house. The rules 
of the school forbid whispering of course. Having a desire to 
say something to a young miss who sat near me, I forgot the 
rule, I suppose, and she must have joined in the transgression, 
for the eagle eye of the teacher. Miss Maria Blanchard, detect- 
ing this violation of order, we were forthwith sentenced to sit 
each with an arm around the other's neck. I do not give this 
as an instance of the ordinary discipline. On the , contrary it 
was an unusual, as well as a cruel, punishment, and may there- 
fore be regarded as unconstitutional. But to prevent misap- 
prehension, I have taken occasion to say, that I have since seen 
the time when I should have borne such a dispensation with a 
much greater degree of philosophy." 

•The school books were Webster'n Spelling Book, with a grim frontis- 
piece, snpposed to represent that ambitious lexicographer, Webster's 
Third Fart, Aroericnn Preeuptor, The Columhifln Orator, Yonng Lajilea' Ac- 
cideoce, Murray'^ Gnurmar, Morsfi's Geography, and Pike's Arithmetic. 
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Pursuing the road North westerly from the school-house, there 
was at the foot of the hill, a house occupied by Widow Hale, 
then one occupied by Hugh Gragg, and a few rods Westerly, at 
the junction of the old road running Westerly to Marlboro' and 
the road running Northerly to Dublin, there was in the corner, 
the house of Dr. Adonijah Howe the elder, the beloved physi- 
cian. He afterwards built a much larger one just North, which 
you have known as occupied by Daniel Cutter. ITie place is 
now designated as the Shattuck Farm. Jonathan Gage lived off 
Northeast from this point, on a private road. A house has since 
been built, farther on the Dublin road, by .loc! Cutter, and be- 
yond this point was another fork, — the left hand, running to- 
wards the mountain, led to the houses of Joseph Cutter, junior, 
John Cutter, second, and Daniel Cutter, who afterwards occu- 
pied the house built by Dr. Howe. 

All these were sons of Joseph Cutter, Esq. A Southerly branch 
turning off near Joseph Cutter, junior's, led to the houses of 
Joseph Mead, Mr. Brooks, David Cutter and Jacob Hammond. 

The principal road, which turned to the right at the fork, led 
Northerly over the hill to a house owned by Joseph Tiiorndike, 
Esq., afterwards by John Conant, Esq., who has made himself 
widely and favorably known by his very liberal donations to di- 
vers public objects. It is now owned by the President of the 
day, — who speaks for himself. 

The travel over the hill has since been diverted to the other 
branch, by a slight alteration, — in consequence of the modern 
discovery, (especially unknown to Turnpike proprietors in for- 
mer days,) that in some cases it is no farther to go around a hill, 
than it is to go over it, and that the larger load can be drawn 
on the level groimd. Beyond, on the road to Dublin, were Da- 
vid Corey, Mr. BuIIard and Mr. Johnson. 

Of the other highways in the town, and the j>ei-sons living 
upon them, my early recollections are of course less particular, 
I have a note of most of the inhabitants of the different sections, 
but for the location and even the names of many of them, I am 
indebted to Mr. Ethan Cutter, whose early opportunties for ac- 
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quiring a full knowledge of the different localites were of the 
beat, and whose memory of them is of the same character. Were 
there no reason but lack of time, I must leave this part of the 
subject to others who may be heai-d today, craving indulgence 
for subjoining a few notes respecting the Third New Hampshire 
Turnpike. 

This Turnpike was incorporated in December, 1799, running 
from Bellows Falls, Vermont, to Ashby, Mass., fiily miles, and 
cost, it was said, fifty thousand dollars. It occupied portions of 
the old road in various places, — near the mountain, near the 
middle of the toivn, — and eastward of it. It struck off from 
the old Toad at John Cutter's tannery, and at Spofford's mills, 
and run by Col. Benjamin Prescott's tavern, in the East part of 
the town, and through " Tophet swamp " into New Ipswich. 

The three men just named were marked men in their day. 
Mr. John Cutter carried on a large tannery, for that time, and 
made it a profitable business, which has since been enlarged. 
His children were among my old school-mates, and I am pleased 
to see some of them with us today. With the exception of 
Joseph Cutter, Esq., he has probably more representatives in 
town than any other of his contemporaries. 

Deacon Eleazer Spofford, who purchased of Mr. Borland, his 
farm and mills, in 1778, was a tall gentleman of a grave de- 
meanor, pleasant smile, and a kind heart, — I think universally 
beloved. He led the singing for very many years. If he had 
an enemy in the world, that enemy must have been an unrea- 
sonable man. He lost a young son in the burning of Rev, Mr. 
Ainsworth's house, in 1786. His mills were complete for that 
day. In the grist mill was a 'jack,' which if it was not the pro- 
genitor, was the prototype, of the modem elevator in hotels and 
stores. It was worked by water power, to carry the wheat, as 
soon as ground, to the bolter in the attic. A ride on it, with 
his son I-uke, then miller, afterwards clergyman, was a treat to 
the boys who brought wheat to be ground.* 

*Dr. Spofford says " He had for many jears the best flouring mills In 
that part of New Hampshire." 

He removed to Bradford, Mass., now Groveland, In 1S21, and died there 
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A grandson of Deacon SpofFord was Ohiei" Justice of Louisi- 
ana at the time of the breaking out of the rebelUon, and another 
is now Librarian of the Congressional Library, 

There must have been some controversy respecting the loca- 
tion of the turnpike. In a poetical New Yeai^'s Address, sent 
from Parnassus to New Ipswich, soon after, it was said that 
the muse could relate, — 

" How Preacott and Merriam made a staiit) 
Aod hent thu rcift<l to suit their land." 
But she did not do it, and I can not. 

Col. Prescott, as I remember him, was anothiT of the tall 
menof Jaflrey, — of powerful frame, — and an influential man 
in the town- If any man could bend a turnpike, be might be 
expected to do it. 

The principal taverns on the turnpike were those of Sweetser 
in Marlboro', — Milliken, Danforth and Prescott, in Jaifrey, — 
and Merriam and Batthelder in New Ipswich, celebrated hous- 
es in their day. 

It was one of the principal thoroughfares from Central Ver- 
mont to Boston, and the transportation over it in the winter was, 
of course, quite large, as the route through Hindge was not then 
a great highway. This winter transportation was generally by 
two horse teams, attached to square lumber boxes, so called, 
loaded on the downward transit principally with pork, grain, 
beans, butter, cheese, and other country produce ; and on their 
return trip with iron, molasses, rum, sugar, codfish, and other 
groceries. The dry goods of that day were principally of home 
manufacture. 

Occasionally a severe storm, blocking the roads badly, would 
compel these teams to stop at the nearest of the taverns named, 
where the loggerhead was always in the fire in winter, and the 
landlord ready to make a " good stiff mug of flip." 

Some of my auditory may not have heard the name before. 
It was concocted of home made beer, well sweetened, — a suitable 
proportion of West India rum, — and heated by the ledger he ad 
to a proper temperature. When an egg was beaten in, it was 
called " bellows top," partly perhaps from its superior quality. 
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and partly from the greater quantity of white froth that swelled 
up on the top of it. 

With ten or fifteen teamsters gathered together by one of 
these snow blockades, and a fair allowance of flip, of course "the 
mirth and fun grew fast and furious;" — and when the storm 
was over, and the road began to be "broken out", the long 
line of teams, especially those ascending the hills to the "West, 
was something to see. 

The mail stage between Keone and Boston, for a long time, 
run over this load, — once a week, — twice, — daily, except 
Sundays, — then a despatch line, called the telegraph,* tlu-ough 
in twelve hours, — superseded by the Railroad through Fitch- 
burg ; 80 that the crack of the stage driver's whip, and the blast 
of his horn, no longer echo among the hills. 

The wayside inn, for the accommodation of the passing trav- 
eller, has fallen from its high estate, through the introduction of 
the railroads; and from the same cause, along with the introduc- 
tion of other beverages, the institution of temperance societies, 
and the passage of prohibitory laws, the glory of Flip has de- 
parted, and its name is almost forgotten. 

The turnpike was not a soui'ce of great profit, and was finallv 
laid out as a common highway, the towns paying the, proprietors 
a moderate sum in damages. 

The beautiful and busy village of East Jaffrey, with its large 
cotton factory, and divers other manufactures, its hotel, stores, 
bank and dwellings, and with a railroad running through it, is 
compaxatively of modern creation. 

A short time since, T summed up my recollections of its peo- 
ple and business, — as I first knew it ; — Dea. Spofibrd, and his 
mills, — Abner Spofibrd, and his blacksmith shop, — and Joseph 
Lincoln, and his clothier's shop, — Wilham Hodge and his farm 
constituted a Northern subui'b. 

I must not omit to mention Amos Fortune. He was horn in 
Africa, — brought to this country as a slave, — purchased his free- 
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dom, — purchased and then married his wife, — came to this 
place in 1781, — and lived subsequently about a mile Northeast 
of SpoiFord's mills, where he had a small tannery. 

At that time any person who had come to dwell within a 
town, and been there received and entertained by the space of 
three months, not having been warned to depart by some person 
appointed by the selectmen, was reputed an inhabitant, and 
the proper charge of the town in case he came to stand in need 
of relief. This power of " warning out " was given to the towns 
that they might protect themselves against pauperism ; and in 
some towns the selectmen were so careful of the interests of the 
town, that they warned all new comers to depart, — so zealous, 
that in one instance, as I have heard, the town having settled a 
minister, the selectmen forthwith warned him out. 

Such general warnings were not practiced in this town, but 
Fortune was warned out in Sept. 1781, doubtless from an appre- 
hension that he might become a pauper. Like all other persons 
similarly notified, he disregarded the warning, and he lived here 
the remainder of his life. Dying in 1801, without children, at 
the age of ninety-one, as stated on his gravestone, (which, as I 
recollect him, an active business man, seems to me doubtful at 
least,) he by his last will, after a provision for gravestones, an- 
other for the support of his wife during her life, and a small 
legacy to an adopted daughter, empowered his executor Deacon 
Spoiford, if there was any remainder of his estate, to "give a hand- 
some present to the Church of which he was a member, and the 
remaining part, if any there be, to give as a present for the sup- 
port of the school in School-Hoitse No. 8," The Chiu-ch re- 
ceived under this bequest in May, 1805, $100, — partly expended 
in the purchase of a communion ser\-ice, — still in their posses- 
sion; and in September, 1809, the Judge of Probate ordered 
$233,95, the balance in the hands of the executor, to be paid 
over to the selectmen of Jaffrey, "agreeable to a special act of 
the legislature of the state of New Hampshire, passed on the 
15th of June last." This act was passed because no person was 
mentioned in the will to receive and apply the fund. It is still 
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held by the selectmen in trust for the benefit of the District. — 
We are aware that these sums represented much larger vahies 
at that time, than like sums do at the present day. 

We have come together, with hearts fall of thanksgiving to 
the Great Disposer of Events, that He has permitted us to as- 
semble here, to commemorate the organization of civil institu- 
tions and government in our beloved municipal homestead. 

But an occasion hke this cannot be one of unmixed joy. 

" Time rolls his ceaseless course." 

"Still It creeps on, 

Each little moment at auother's heels, 

Till hours, days, years and ages are made up, 

Of such small parts as these, and men look back 

Woru and bewildered, wondering how it is." 

"When in this vale of years I backward look. 
And miss such numbers, numbers too ul such, 
Firmer in health »nd greener in their age. 
And stricter on their guard, and fitter Bir 
To play Life's sabtle game, I scarce believe 
I still survive." 

Death has removed, not only all the early inhabitants, and 
many who were familiar with the history of a later date, because 
principal actors therein, but many .who, if less conspicuous, were 
not leas dear to us : and we pause a moment to dwell with a rev- 
erential remembrance, — with filial affection, — with devoted 
love, — on the memory of those whose animated faces would have 
greeted us at this time, had they been spared to this day. Alas, 
— for them, time is no more. 

The sum of human joys and human sorrows, which have been 
felt within the hmits of this town during the past century, can 
only be known to Omniscience. The joys have passed, and are 
passing, with Httle or no record of their existence. And so of 
many, perhaps most, of the sorrows. But there is a parcel of 
ground, of small extent, on the brow of the hill, and adjoining 
the Common, which contains records reminding us of the sor- 
rows of ourselves and others, which are of a more enduring 
character. 
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ITiere rest the remains of my beloved and venerated parents, 
my father dying at the age of seventy-eight, and my mother liv- 
ing until near ninety-seven. Other fathers and mothers, of hke 
ages, are gathered there, shocks of corn fully ripe, and fit to he 
garnered; whom we must mourn, but with the consolation that 
they had done their duty in the community, — had fought the 
good fight, — had finished their course, — had kept the faith. 

But these records tell other tales. There repose the husband 
and father, the wife and mother, who fell by the wayside, in the 
meridian of life ; — who appeared to have before them years of 
happiness and usefulness to themselves and others, — upon whom 
young children were dependent, and to whom friends looked for 
counsel and for guidance. 

Brothers and sisters, young men and maidens, who were just 
entering upon the threshold of existence, with a life of useful- 
ness and honor and prosperity in anticipation, lie there side by 
side. ' 

What agonies of grief, suppressed and irrepressible, have rent 
the hearts of sui'vivors. as the mournful processions have passed 
within the gate, and consigned the remains of the beloved objects 
to their places of final rest. 

Hallowed be the spot where the dust of the century is gath- 
ered together, and around which is clustered a century of the 
greatest of human a 



Whatever of sadness may be in the retrospect, it is meet that 
we should celebrate the hundredth anniversary of an organiza- 
tion fraught with so much of usefulness to the persons who have 
lived within its limits. 

We are here on a day that marks an era. 

Let us rejoice that this town incorporation will be continued 
for the benefit and advantage of the generations who are advanc- 
ing to its possession. 

Let us rejoice that we may go onward into the new century, 
though it be to some of us but for a short period, and to none of 
us to its close ; and that space is yet granted us to do something, 
not only for the comfort and welfare of those who are dear to us, 
but qf the community around us. 
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And now, assembled here as the surviving representatives of 
the first century of our incorporation, and standing just within 
the threshold of its successor, let us dedicate this new municipal 
century, in which the tflwn and its in-dwellers are to do service 
for another hundred years, to the prosecution and extension of 
every good and beneficent work of its predecessor. 

I feel assured that you will join with mo when I sav i We 

dedicate it to the promotion of Eeligion. 

Not a rehgion which leans upon the State for its support, and 
depends upon faith without works; — but that religion which 
sustains the State by the inculcation of truths which lie at the 
foundation of organized and orderly society, and supports the 
government by its works. Not that religion which has its great- 
est regard for forms and ceremonies, and the washinir of cups 
and platters ; but that which sanctifies the heart and purifies the 
life. — Not that religion, if such there be, which enters into em- 
bittered controversies about dogmas, and disputes zealously about 
trifles; but that religion which being first pure. Is "then peace- 
able, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits;" 
and which teaches the love of God with our whole heart, and 
the love of our neighbor as of ourselves. 

We dedicate it to education and sound learning. 

Not that learning which attempts from metaphysical nothings 
to make up a unit, — the votaries of which, multiplying them- 
selves by themselves, think that they sum up the infinite, and 
something beyond; — but that learning which leads to the belief, 
in the language of the arithmetical aphorism of Parson Wiggles- 
worth, of Maiden, that 

" Nanght joyn'd to nanfflit can ne'er nialto aii<rht, 
Nor cvphein make a sum. 
Nor Unite to the intinite, 
By multiplj'iiift come." 

Not to that training which leads self-sufficient people to at- 
tempt to magnify themselves, by multitudes of projects for mak- 
ing a now world different from, and thus better, than that which 
God made ; — but to a system of education which has due regard 
to the nature of things, and to the constitution of mankind, and 
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the ends which the Creator intended they should pursue ; and 
which seeks by measures consistent with creation, as it exists, 
to perform the whole duty which the Creator requires, in the 
world as he has made it. 

Not to that theory of education which proposing that all per- 
sons should he educated up to the utmost limit of which they are 
capable, becomes a practical and mischievous humbug; — but to 
that theory which shall provide an education of the highest char- 
acter for all the members of the community, with reference to the 
needful discharge of the vai'jous employments and duties which 
must necessarily exist. 

Not to that system of education which, by "raising the stand- 
ard," as it is called, subjects the young to such demands upon 
their intellect, in the time of their immaturity, as to impair if 
not destroy the physical powers, and thereby render intellectu- 
al acquisitions useless ■ — but to that svstem which recognizes the 
physital as well as the mtellectual and seeks to develop both 
according to thtir netes'Jities, —and this not by subjecting fir^t 
the one and then the other to an e-vtraordinary strain, but by a 
moderation that shall be known m all things. 

Not to that education which costs odjum upon labor, and in- 
duces young men and wcmen to endeavor to escape from its 
wholesome iniigorating mfluemes b^ i resort to cities for the 
purpose of begging for a situation where ease shall lead to pov- 
erty or whith seeks through political partisanship, for some 
petty clerkship under Government, leaving the successful incum- 
bent without occupation or the means of an honest livelihood, 
when the office foils into the bonds of the next eager aspirant, 
who has pushed him from his official stool; but that education 

which dignifies labor, and seeks to improve its modes of action, 

which qualifies the recipient to occupy his place in life, whatev- 
er it may be, and with cheerfulness and alacrity to do the duty 
which the State and the community demand of him. 

May I add a constitutional provision. 

Not to that learning which endangers the compromises of the 
Constitution by attempts to maintain that the United States were 
a Nation before they were States, and that the Constitution was 
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formed by that Nation ; — nor that other learning which would 
make shipwreck of Constitutional rights and safeguards, by theo- 
ries which sophistically give to the War Powers of the President 
and Congress a predominance over Constitutionai guaranties, — 
but that learning which accepting the undisputed facts of history, 
arrives at the conclusion that the Constitution was adopted by 
the several peoples of the different States, whereby the peoples 
of those States became a Nation for the purposes manifested by 
it, — and that the war powers, designed to preserve, cannot be 
rightfully exercised to destroy, the liberties of the people. 

We dedicate it to Philanthi-opy and Charity. 

Not to that philanthropy which consists in words and eschews 
works ; not to that charity which, beginning at home, ends in the 
same spot ; nor that charity which does hope things are not 
quite so bad as they are reported, but is fearful that they may 
be worse ; — but to that philanthropy which does the deeds of 
the Good Samaritan, and which is open-heai-tcd and open-hand- 
ed within the limits of prudence; and to that charity which 
suifereth long and is kind, which envieth not, is not easily pro- 
voked, thinkcth no evil, hopcth all things, and endureth all 
things. 

We dedicate it to Ambition. 

Not that ambition which seeks a seat in Congress by bribery, 
or any other seat by the petty arts of the partisan politician ; — 
but that ambition described by Lord Mansfield, when he said, — 
" I wish popularity, but it is that popularity which follows, not 
that which is run after ; it is that popularity which, sooner or 
later, never fails to do justice to the pursuit of noble ends bv 
noble means." 

We dedicate it to rational Amusement. 

Not to the games or pursuits which blunt the conscience, de- 
prave the habits, enervate the mind, and vitiate the taste; — but 
to the recreations which solace from care, stimulate the fancy, 
develop the muscle, sustain the nerves, and give, through so- 
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cial intercourse, a relaxation from toil, a kindly regard for our 
neighbors, and courtesy to our associates, whether within or 
. without the township. 

We dedicate it to the wise and just exercise of all the pohti- 
cal and municipal Eights conferred upon the Town ; and to the 
faithful discharge of all corresponding Duties. 

Finally, as the sum of all, we dedicate it to Human Happi- 
neaaj and the Glory of God. 

And may His blessing rest upon it, and hallow it, from its 
commencement to its termination. 
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Note to page 15. — A poitioii of JaiFrey was included in 
the original location of Peterborough. 

The township of Peterborough was granted by Massachusetts, 
to inhabitants of that Colony, with power to the grantees to se- 
lect the particular location. Under the erroneous supposition 
that the line between Massachusetts and New Hampsliire was 
that claimed by the former, the grantees made their location be- 
yond the jurisdiction of Massachusetts, and embraced within their 
" six miles square " a large portion of the vaUey between the 
base of the mountain on the east, (now known as Peterboro' 
mountain), and the Monadnock. 

When it was ascertained that the location was within New 
Hampshire, and fell within the purchase of the Masonian Pro- 
prietors, Jos. Blanchard, as their agent, cut off a range and a 
half on the western side, in order to provide for a tier of to'wn- 
ships east of the Monadnock, and the portion thus cut oiF was 
included m Monadnock No 2 & 3 (Jaftre^ and Dubhn) 

The Masonian Proprietors not only released the residue of the 
township to the giantics under Mas'^achusetts but ^a\c them, 
to make up their quant t\ a strip of land on the East of equal 
extent to that taken off on the Hcst This however being on 
the eastern mountain was comparatively northl ss — The grant- 
ees of Peterboro m ^r iteful recognition ot the kindness of the 
Masonian Propnetors m confirmin<> so much of then invalid ti- 
tle, and m giving them an addition to make up thtir quantity, 
gave Che Proprietors several lots m the township — but they 
took eait to lo ate them all m the new addition on the east! — 
E.C hi RC 1) We I '^nlJ 



a.I'I'u;nt>ix h. 

Norii TO Page 24. — Something niQre may be said upon this 
subject, and as I have no wish to recur to it again, I add here : 

The compact made on board the Mayflower, which furnished 
the foundation of the first Town organization, — at Plymouth, 
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was "occasioned, partly by the discontented and mutinous 
speeches of some of the strangers " on board the ship, and part- 
ly by the reason that ** such an act by them done, (this their 
condition considered) might be as firm as any patent, and in 
some respects more sure." The matters which "occasioned" 
the compact had, therefore, no particular relation to the church 
polity. — It recited that they were loyal subjects of King James, 
that they had undertaken for the glory of God, and advancement 
of the Christian faith, and honor of their King and country, a 
voyage to plant a Colony,— and by it they combined themselves 
together, into a civil body politic, f6r the better promotion of 
those ends, and by virtue of it, " to enact, constitute and frame 
such just and equal laws, ordinances, acts, constitutions and of- 
fices from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and con- 
venient for the general good of the Colony." 

There is nothing, either in the reasons given for the act, or in 
the purposes of the expedition as recited, or in the agreement 
actually executed, which indicates that it was derived from the 
church organization, — or which in any way refers to the Con- 
gregational polity, or to any particular administration of church 
government, — and this, taken with the statements which are con- 
tained in it, tends to show that the town organization in Fly- 
mouth, which arose from it, was not even suggested by the cler- 
ical. 

Quite consistently with this origin of the Town organization, 
there mignt have been a different church polity previously, and 
any church pohty which the signers pleased, might have been 
adopted afterwards. ITie church pohty of the same people, 
had, as a matter of course, a similar foundation, that of self-gov- 
ernment, — but that fact did not of itself originate or give rise 
to the civil polity. It only accompanied it, each acting within 
its own sphere. 

This organization of Plymouth became subatantiaily a State, 
as well as a town. But the State was for the purpose of general 
government, and did not derive its ideal from the church ; and 
when, by reason of the extension of the settlements, other towns 
were organized, it was for the purpose of ordering and manag- 
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lag their local affairs, — the support of religious teachers, along 
with the making and mending of highways, — the support of 
schools, — the preservation of the peace, through the instrumen- 
tality of the constable,- — and the prevention of of trespass by 
cattle, through the institution of pounds. 

The principle of self-government upon which the original 
settlement was founded, and upon which in reference to their 
local affairs, the Towns were afterwards organized, was not on- 
ly a fundamental principle with the emigrants, but was a'neces- 
sity under the circumstances attending the emigration. No one 
had authority to rule, — there were no means of government ex- 
cept by agreement, or force, — and they agreed upon a govern- 
ment for themselves, to be administered by themselves. It must 
have been the same if no church had then been organized among 

them. The same principle operated in regard to the church. 

When the people broke from the authority of the bishops there 
was no authority in ecclesiastical matters, except their own, and 
thus Congregationalism came into existence. 

It may be said, (and it seems to be the only argument which 
can be used in favor of the position), that the principles of the 
churches " led to this form of government," — that the church 
organization was first, and that the Town coming after, adopted 
the same principle of self-government. To this "Post hoc, sed 
nm propter hoc," — «_/?£/■, but not Si/ re«so» of the church oro-an- 
ization, is a sufficient reply. There must be something more 
than this, to sustain the assertion that "it was a Congregational 
Church meeting, that first suggested the idea of a New England 
Town meeting." 

Meetings of subscribers to the Compact made on board the 
Mayflower, grew out of the Compact itself 

AI'PEN-E>IX C, 

Note to page 38. — Attempts to manufacture cotton, by ma- 
chinery, -were made in this country as early as 1787, andiii sub- 
sequent yeai-s in that century. The machinery was imperfect 
and the results, of course, unsatisfactory. _ The first mill in New 
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Hampshir*;, was established in 1804, in New Ipswicli. I'he first 
cotton mil! in Peterboro' was incorporated 1808. It spun and 
sold yam, but for years manufactured no cloth. — For these dates 
I am indebted to a small volume entitled, " Introduction and 
Early progress of the cotton manufacture in the United States," 
written by Samue! Batchelder, Esq,, a native of Jaffrey, and 
published in 1863. Prior to the manufacture of cloth here, the 
cheaper cotton cloth, in the market, was a sleasy fabric, manufac- 
tured in India and England, — the latter heavily starched, to 
conceal its flimsy texture. 

Enquiries in several directions enable me to add some infor- 
mation respecting the manufactui-e of Woollens. 

It appears that a mill, a fulhng mill I presume, was erected at 
Rowley, Mass., as early as 1643, but machinery for carding, 
spinning, and weaving was of a much later date. Carding ma- 
chines were introduced into this country about 1794, — into 
New Ipswich in 1801, and probably soon after into this town. 
They had then been known in England twenty or thirty years. 
Some of the first carding machinery used in this country was 
shipped from England, as hardware, being exported contrary to 
the laws in force there. See Bulletin of Wool Manufacturers, 
April-June, 1873, page 193. Article by S. B. 

T. Clapp, Agt., Pontoosuc Woollen Mill, Pittsfield, Mass., 
writes under date of October 9th, that Arthur Schofield started 
his first carding machine there in 1801 ; — that the first broad- 
cloth made in this country was made by him, in that town, in 
lg04, — and that " in 1808 Schofield manufactured thirteen yards 
of black broadcloth, which was presented to President Madison, 
from which his inaugural suit was made. Fine merino sheep 
were introduced about this time into this town, and Schofield 
was able to select wool enough to make this single piece, and 
President Madison was the first President who was inaugurated 
in American broadcloth." 

An extended, and very interesting, article on the subject, ap- 
pears in the Boston Commercial Bulletin, of Nov, 15th, (as these 
sheets are passing through the press), which states that Arthur 
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and John Schofieid came to this country from England in 1793, 
and took up theii residence in Charlestown, — that after look- 
ing aa-ound a few weeks they determined to make a start in the 
manufacture of woUen cloth by hand, — that John built the first 
machinery himself, and having completed " a hand loom, spin- 
ning jenny, &c., on the 28th of October he sold the first product 
of this loom, 2^ yards of broadcloth [?] for £16-16e., and 20 
yards of mixed broadcloth for £13;"— that they removed to 
Newburyport in that year, for the purpose of starting a factory 
with improved machinery, and built a cai-ding machine, which 
was first put together in a room in Lord Timothy Dexter's sta- 
ble, and then operated by hand, for the purpose of showimi its 
operation. " This was in the year 1794, and was the first card- 
ing machine for wool made in the United States ; and at this 
place were made the first spinning rolls carded by machinery." 

A factory was started by them, and others, in Byfield, in 1795. 
A single carding machine and two double ones were placed in it. 
" A coarse kind of flannel called baize " was woven. What oth- 
er cloth was manufactui-ed is not stated. 

They established a factory at Montville, in Conn., about 1798. 

It appears further that in 1801, Arthur, having removed to 
Pittsfield, had a carding machine there, — advertised for wool to 
card, — and built carding machines for other persons. 

It is then stated, " The first broadcloth made by Arthur 
Schofieid after his arrival in Pittsfield was in 1804. The cloth 
was a gray mixed, and when finished was shown to different 
merchants, and offered for salt but could find no puix'hasers in 
the village. A few weeks subsequently Josiah Bissell, a lead- 
ing merchant in town, made a ^ oyige to New York, for the pur- 
pose of buying goods, and brought homo two pieces of Scho- 
field's cloths, which was purchased for the foreign article. Sclio. 
field was sent for to test the quality, and sood exhibited to tho 
merchant his private marks on the same cloth which he had be- 
fore rejected." 

Then comes the statement respecting the manufacture of broad- 
cloth in 1808, which Freaident Madison wore when inaugurated, 

Consideriiig all these statements the reasonable conclusion ap- 
pears to be, that the first broadcloth manufactured in this coun- 
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try was made in 1804, by Arthur Schofield, as stated by Mr. 
Clapp. It seems improbable that the cloth manufactured in 
Charlestown in 1794 could have been broadcloth. 

At the period of which I speak, wool was cai'ded partly by 
hand, hut the carding machines generally turned out the rolls, 
which were spun upon the domestic great wheel, and woven in 
the loom, like the cotton, and then fulled and dressed by the 
clothier. 

The great wheel and the loom have disappeared before their 
gigantic competitors ; and the linen wheel, which spun the flax, — 
humble little machine, — has gone along with its larger compan- 
ions, although large linen manufactures have not succeeded in 
establishing themselves here to any great extent. — The prepa- 
ration of the ground, the seed and the sowing, — the pulling, 
rotting, breaking, swingling and hatchelling of the flax, — with 
the spinning and weaving superadded, — involved too great an 
amount of labor for a successful competilaon with the foreign 
manufacturer, as soon as the profit from other branches enabled 
the farmer to purchase the foreign article, manufactured where 
labor is so much cheaper. — Besides, the manufacture of cot- 
ton cloth, by machinery, reduced the cost of that, so that it su- 
perseded thd use of linen, in a very great degree. 
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Ei:sONANT cheers were given as Boston " men of high degree " 
filed in at 11.30 a. m., and took seats upon the platform after a 
pertinent introduction hy President Cutter. The party included 
Mayor Henry L. Pierce, Alderman L. R. Cutter, (chairman of 
the board who hore the visitors' expenses), Gibson, Brown and 
Sayward ; John A. Haven, president, and Nathaniel J. Bradtee, 
ex -president of Cochituate Water Board; Alfred T. Turner, 
auditor of accounts ; Joseph Davis, city surveyor ; H. A. Blood, 
Superintendent of the Boston, Clinton & Fitcbhurg Railroad ; 
President Howe of the Bedford & Taunton Kailroad, and four 
companionable reporters representing the Boston Post, News^ 
Globe and Advertiser. 

The President then said: — The breezes that play around 
old Monadnock, go Hke the elixei of hfe to the weary wander- 
er, have called to us, among many others, a lady noted for her 
vocal powers. She has kindly consented to favor us with a 
song. I now introduce to this audience, the sweet songstress 
from the " Old Bay State," 

MRS. ANNA GRANGER DOW. 

Mrs. Dow then sang " The Heavens ai-c Telling." with telling 
effect. 

The President then introduced the Rev. Ri.Fiis Case, who 
read 

A POEM, 

BY MISS MARY HES.1.E FOX, l)F JAFFREY, X. H. 

A hundred times has Autumn seen 

His forest branche.s stripped and bare ; 
A hundred times, when winds blew keen, 

White Winter's snows have filled the atr; 
A hundred times Spring's magic wiles. 

Have clothed with green the hillsides brown ; 
And now the last fair siiramer smiles 

That rounds the eentury of our Town. 

Yon moantaln calls to as to-da;, 

And draws us with persuasive voice, 
"This is your Town's memorial day, 

My children, Iteep it and rejoice ; 
While waving tree, and roeli, and hill, 

With silent voices manifold, 
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" Come, stand, as on mj breezy height, 

And view the bacltward-s weeping past, 
Then read yonr owu deeds in the light 

The lives ot others on them cast ; 
And let old memories stir your hearts, 

Like breeies whispering through my pines. 
Till the unbidden tear-drop starts, 

To read time's half-effaced lines." 

And gladly we that call obey. 

And gladly do we gather here. 
Turning oar faces toward that way 

Wheuce shall the past's dim forms appear. 
But who can lift with steady hand 

That misty curtain hanging low, 
Shrouding the balf-forgotten land, 

That far, dim land of long ago ? 

Not one among ns here can see 

So far adown the winding way, 
And say, " I do remember me 

What was on our Town's natal day ; 
When people erled. ' God save the King,' 

Though freedom's pnises stirred their breast : 
Though swelled the seed about to spring 

Of our great nation of the West." 

A stalwart band of men were they, 

The early settlers of our Town, 
Loud rang their axes day by day, 

TTiat hewed the forest raonarchs down. 
Men not afraid of honest toll. 

They sought the wilds a home to win. 
And gladly from the virgin soil 

Gathered their harvest treasures in. 

They built them houses large and plain. 

Where clustered their life's richest joys; 
Where round them rose a numerous train 

Of healthy, happy girls and boys. 
That children's minds have need of food. 

That they may grow, full well they knew. 
And huiit the district school-house rude. 

Wherein rich fruite of lino w ledge grew. 

They felt the goodness of the Lord, 

Whose hand had led them all their days. 
And gladly built with one accord, 

A house where they his name might praise. 
Here still that ancient building stands. 

Scarce changed in outward form appears. 
Unharmed by the destructive hands. 

Of near a century's changeful years. 
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They heard,— or fancy led them wrong,— 
The far-off guns at Bunker Hill ; 

Whence ri>se that patriotic wave 
That ii'er the land impetaous swept, 

Waking In hearts of all the brave 
The love of freedom that had slept. 

Quickly our fathers stirred them then ; 

They left their homes, and took the gun. 
And hore their part, as valiant men, 

In that long strife that freedom won. 
Then with " clear shining after rain." 

The sun of peace dispersed their fears, 
And In their quiet homes again. 

Passed on their nneventfal years. 

Where are they now? The bell that swings 

In yon old tower the tale doth tell, 
Whene'er with solemn tone It rings 

Some parted soul a funeral knell ; 
Each to the grave has journeyed on, 

There each in lasting quiet sleups. 
The while his white memorial atone 

The door of his low dwelling keeps. 

In yonder " city on the hill " 

Tiie blooming sod above their breasts, 
Where all is peaceful, calm, and still, 

Their pastor with his people rests. 
Life held him here a hundred years. 

And kept him from his heavenly crown, 
Till weary with its griefe and fears. 

He laid the heavy burden down. 

0, friends, who seek In vain to-day. 

Some long-remembered, well-known (Uce, 
Perchance ye on yon marbles may 

An answer to your questions trace. 
For sleep our faUiers not alone, 

Full many of their children too, 
Have crossed life's boundary, one by one. 

And paid the debt to nature due. 

There rest o«r sons in hallowed graves, 

Who ffell "neath war's red, cruel hand ; 
Who gave their brave young lives to save. 

From traitor's foul designs our land. 
O honored sires i O household dead, 

O soldiers true, sleep calm and sound ! 
Life bears us on with steady tread^ 

On to the rest that ye have found. 

Full well we know that this, our town. 

Has little worth in stranger's eyes, 
We love it, ft.r It is our own. 
And holds ua by a thousand tlea. 

Here peace and plenty mark our lot, 
Now, e'en as in " the good old time," 
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N'er entered in our father's dreams, 

Some changes that the years have wrought; 
Our locomotives rush and scream, 

A fearsome thing they would have thought. 
No prophecy the housewife's wheel 

Snngtothem of the jarring loom«, 
That ply their giant frames of steel, 

In our tall factory's many rooms. 

Our merry streams, that down tBe hills 

Go leaping on their sea-ward way. 
Are caught and held hj busy mills, 

Whom, willing subjects, they obey; 
There great stones crash the yellow com. 

There clanging saws harsh tumult make. 
Where trees put off their forest form, 

Aii-i shapes for our convenience take. 

Here nature's ever open book 

Displays its pictured pages too. 
Showing to all who choose to look. 

Many a goodly pleasant view. 
No lack of beauty, mgged hill 

And rock-atrown field have need to own. 
When o'er them Summer's hand of skill, 

A drapery of green has thrown. 

Sweet is the blooming orchard's breath, 

Kich glow their boughs through Autumn's ca 
Pleasant their shadowy trees, beneath 

Tlie dwellings, scattered here and thera. 
Sunny the pastures, sloping down 

To grassy meadows, cool and low; 
Grand the old woods, whose columns brown 

The golden sunshine sets aglow. 

Our winding river brightly gleams 

'Mid green, low banks its waters lave: 
And one clear, flowing mountain stream. 

Holds gifts of healing in Its wave. 
Our ponds, like fretted silver shields. 

Dropped by some fabled gods of old. 
When worsted on celestial fields, — 

The woods, with leafj arms, enfold. 

There the sweet water-lily lies, 

And in the wave her beauty sees ; 
There many a timid, wild bird flies, 

And sings in the encircling trees. 
Near them, the pink Azalea breathes 

Her sweetness on June's balmy air; 
And there the glossy Laurel wreathes 

Her tirgin blossoms, pale and fair. 
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That knew thee in its childhood's day, 
Ere life from nature grew apart? 

Thy silent eloquence, is fraught 

With meanings deep, and grandly true, 

Unconciously, our young hearts caught 
And held them, better than we knew. 



T year?, 



I'or always in oi 

However fiir o , _, 

Our mountain clear to sight appears, 

When ftincy paints our early home. 
Grand mays't thou seem to Mtranger's eyes. 

And strangers tongues thy praises sing; 
We hold thee Injpur memories, 

And love thee like a human thing. 

God of our fathers, unto Thee 

With humble gratitude, to-day, 
We bow the reverential knee; 

And at Thy throne our homage pay. 
We pray Thee, bless onr native Town, 

From heucefortJi, as Thon hast of old ; 
And shower upon her children down, 

Thv mercies, gneat and manifold. 

Though, when the coming century's years 

Have passed, a swift and changeful train. 
Hot one of all who gather here. 

Shall on the shores of Time remain ; 
May we in Thine own blessed land, 

Where life and joy sliail never cease, 
Beneath Thy trees of healing stand. 

And walk upon Thy hills of peace. 



HYMN OF GRATITUDE. 



BY MISS EKMINA I 



Sung by the Choir. 



We come, O God, a happy throng. 

Our gratet\il hearts to raise. 
With glad accord, in swelling song. 



From out thy boundless store, O God 
An hundred years have shed 

Their gifts on us who breaihe lo-day, 
And on the sleeping dead. 

How countless arc the fragrant 
thoughts 
Which cluster round those years ! 
What toiling hosts have shared their 
joys. 
Their tiiroDging iiopes and fears. 



With hearts that thrill with solemn 

We pause upon our way, 
To view once more the shrouded Past 
And greet the new-born day. 

The psean of an hundred years 

Is echoing in each heart; 
Its grandly sweet and solemn strains 

Will nevermore depart. 

We come, God ! to render thanks. 
Our gratefai hearts to raise. 

With fervent homage and with awe, 
In sweetest songs of praise. 
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President Cutter " took the floor " for a moment and said : — 
L'idies ar.d Gentlemen : — As oiir friends from Boston can re- 
main with us only a short time, we propose to defer dinner until 
hfdf past one, therefore I now introduce to you C. A. Parks, 
Esq., of East Jaffrey, as Toastmaster of the day, 

TOASTMASTER PAEK'S REMARKS. 

Mr. Ffesideut, Ladies and Oeiillemcii ; Fellow Vuizeu» of Juf- 
I'ley : — I am grateful for the honor you have conferred upon me 
in your selection of a Master for your " Centennial feast." It is 
an office the duties of which will afford me much pleasure and 
impose upon me little labor, for I regard it as my special prov- 
ince not to attempt any speech myself today, but simply to re- 
introduce to you some of your old friends and acquaintances 
whose voices were fandliar in the yeai-s past, and whosj count- 
enances you welcome here, where you have gathered in one 
common brotherhood to celebrate the one hundredth natal day 
of your mother town. 

1 am glad that 1 am privileged, through a right of adoption by 
J atfrey, to be present on this occasion and to participate in these 
exercises by proposing a few sentiments of an appropriate chai'- 
acter for yoiur consideration ; and i hope irom the responses to 
which we may listen, we shall be able to gather much of profit- 
able entertainment, and that in the words of those whom Jadi'ey 
is happy to remember and honor on this day, there will come to 
us all many fruitful lessons respecting the rendniscences of the 
past and many golden hopes for the futui-c. 

We are honored today by Boston in the presence here of her 
Mayor and her Boai'd of Aldermen, a body of gentlemen whose 
position distinguishes theiu as Boston's most worthy representa- 
tives. A sentiment has been si:lected for the Honorable Mayor, 
suggestive not only of the geographical proximity of New Hamp- 
shire to the city over which he presides, but also of that honest 
gratitude and pride over Boston's high rank and increasing great- 
ness as a meti-opolis, in which Jaffrey may be permitted to shai'e 
through those of her sons she has given the great city to enroll 
among her honored names. It is this : " Jaffrey enjoys the hon- 
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or of not being entirely outside that circle of which Boston is the 
centre and the ' Hub.' And she is justly proud of the distinc- 
tion which New England's largest city has in the past given to 
many of her sons." I have the honor of presenting to you the 
HoNOKABLE Henft T,. Pikrce, M-iT/of of Boston. 

MAYOE PIERCE'S RESPONSE. 

Ladies axd Gkti.kmev : — I did not, come up here today to 
address you, or indeed with any desire to do so. In fact I shrink 
from making an address, but I came on the invitation of my 
friend Alderman Cutter, whom Boston knows and respects, to 
meet with you on this day so interesting to yon and all of us. 
The close of a century in the history of the world, the close of 
present century is one of the most interesting and among the 
most eventful of any that have marked the progress of the race. 
When we look back and see what has been accomplished in the 
world, and even in this country, and see that during that time 
we have separated from the British crown and observe the im- 
provements that have been made, and which affect the welfare of 
the world at large, we must look back upon it with the greatest 
satisfaction. But we must also look forward and hope that the 
century to come will be crowned with equal results. . Boston is 
proud of being considered the metropolis of New England, and 
she desires to express her hearty thanks for the many good, 
sound men who have been sent to her from New Hampshire, 
and who have helped increase her prosperity. She hopes she is 
worthy of what New England has made her in the past, and 
she hopes to be worthy of the support of New England in the 
future, and now ladies and gentlemen, T will only say I thank 
you all and thank my friend the son of Jaflrey, the Alderman, 
for the great pleasure he has given me in inviting us to be 
jy-esent on this occasion. 

Srxtimbnt No 2: — "We welcome those who having gone 
from us have aided in sustaining the charater of the noble sons of 
New Hampshire for integrity, enterprise and success in busi- 
ness, in every part of our land." Ha\-ing read the above senti- 
ment, the Toastmaster introduced the next speaker : — 
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I haye the pSessuri: of presenting to you as a respondent to 
this Bentiment a gentleman of whom nothing need be said by me. 
He his known to you all. His native town is Jaffrey, where he 
is always warmly welcomed, In Boston where he has resided 
for a number of years, he is noted as a gentleman eminently 
successful in business and one whom his adopted city has de- 
lighted to honor for his supenor ability and sterling integrity. 
I refer to the Hon. Leonard R- Cutter, Chairman of the Board 
of Aldermen of Boston. 

ALDERMAN CUTTER'S RESPONSE. 

You do me great honor, Mr. President, in asking me to re- 
spond to the sentiment just read. I sincerely regret that I am 
not better qualified to do justice to the subject. I can. truly say 
that whatever of success has attended the efforts of those sons 
of New Hampshire who have sought fame or fortune in other 
States and other countries has been largely due to the honorable 
distinction in which their birth-place is held. The old-fashioned 
standard of morahty and integrity has been so nobly maintained by 
those who have remained at home, that the wanderers carry with 
them a certificate of good character in the name of the State from 
which they hail, and that goes a great way toward assuring them 
success even among the Philistines. While our State has not, 
for obvious reasons, increased so rapidly in wealth and popula- 
tion during the last fifty years as some other sections ol the 
country, it certainly has not fallen behind any section in those 
things which tend to a higher state of civilization, good govern- 
ment and right living ; and in the mean time it has been furn- 
ishing in larger proportions, I believe, than any other New Eng- 
land State, the intelligent enterprise which has, as it were, anni- 
hilated time and distance and enabled us to do our missionary 
work in the far West, and at the same time keep good hours at 
home. There is one advatage, Mr, President, which we who go 
away fi'om home have over those who stay, and that is the plea- 
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siu'e of leturiiirig ; and we also acquire a keener appreciation of 
the natural beauties of our native place. Although T spent my 
youth here in the shadow of Old Monadnock, I never knew or 
imagined the grandeur of the scenery I was daily looking upon 
until I had an opportunity of comparing it mth other places. 
There is something enobling in the presence of this scenery be- 
yond the power of any works of man. And, living in these Pa- 
cific Eailroad times, it is a sort of satisfaction to reflect that the 
works of nature here are upon such a gigantic scale that the' pro- 
faning hands of railroad contractors are almost powerless against 
them. But, Mr. President, the occasion on which we have met 
brings up other scenes and other events than those which are mere- 
ly amusing or ridiculous. We have, this day, together, turned 
oui' eyes hack upon the places that knew us in our infancy and 
youth. To us New Hampshire presents something other than 
her granite hills ; yes, sir, and something more interesting even 
than the grassy vales or the pearly brooks, or the silvery water 
sheets, that ai-e associated with the past time of our early days. 
Deai'er to us still than the imagery of those bright scenes is the 
memory of the friends that we first loved ; those who nurtured 
us in infancy, who guided us in youth, who opened to us the av- 
enues of knowledge, who warned us of the miseries of vice, and 
presented to us the inducements of virtue, and who made us what 
we are. Perhaps they still hve to greet our occasional returns 
to the paternal home; or, perhaps we have been called to com- 
mit them to the silent bosom of earth. Be that as it may, our 
relation to them is sacred, and while the power of thought shall 
endure, the memory of their kindness will abide. In conclusion, 
Mr. President, I give you as a sentiment (and I do not expect 
any one to respond to it unless the Old Man of the Mountain 
should happen to be present), "The Hills of New Hampshire. 
If Napoleon could incite his soldiers to greater deei^ of valor by 
the thought that forty centuries looked down upon them from 
the pyramids, how much greater should be the inspiration and 
the achievement of the sons of New Hampshire from the thought 
that the centuries from the begining of time, looked down upon 
them from their native hills." 
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Sentiment No. 3. — "The day we celebrate." 
Response by Rev. Moses T. Runnels, of Sanbornton, N. H, 
Mi: Prtiident, Sons, Danghleis ami Citizein of Juffiey: — I 
confess to a strong, inherent paitiality for Centennial days, like 
this. The Centennial celebration of old Peterborough awakened 
my childish enthusiasm, at the age of nine years, and I have 
since labored hard, as a resident of those places, to secure simi- 
lar centennials at Orford in 1865, and at Sanbornton in 1871. 
But this. Mr. Chairman, is the first Centennial Day I have ever 
really cefebriiteJ -'CDn iimvi-e.^' For I do love old JafFrey, having 
claimed a residence here for twenty-five years from infancy. 
I gazed upon that noble mountain, from under the old pine tree 
on the hill-top of my grandfather's farm, as one of my earliest 
remembered acts ; and, having found it the chief outward attrac- 
tion of my home the last eight yeai^s, that I could fJicre view this 
same Grand Monadnock from garden walk or study window, at 
the distance of (iO miles, it is not strange that the promptings 
of my heart would not suffer me to be absent from this place to- 
day ; — that neither the most pressing engagements at home, 
nor yet the appalling announcement that I might be called upon 
for a speech, could deter me from this family gathering of the 
801^ and daughters of Jafl'rey. 

As we have listened, with so much interest, to the able histor- 
ical address, it has been your privilege and mine, brothers and 
sisters, almost to exclaim with Virgil's hero, " Quiiium purs Jul.'" 
— "of which I was a pait," — our individual life, — our vivid 
remembrance, sweeping back, as it does in my own case, over 
two fifths of the century now passed. And I can tell you, sir, 
from my experience here today, as compared with that on other 
similar occasions, it makes a difference whether a man engages 
in a celebration like this, as a mere spectator, or as an actor in 
the scene ; — as a temporary resident, or as a son of the town whose 
festivities he enjoys. And while these rare entertainments for 
mind and hodij (as I was about to say, expecting to speak after 
dinner) have been spread before us, and 1 have felt that I might 
turn to this presiding officer — or to others of the committee of 
aiTangements, — and say to each, ' you and I, sir, were playmates 
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together;' or might add to many others in this vast assembly, 
' with yon, youi' hrothcrs, or your sons I sported in artless child- 
hood ;' ' with ynii, your sisters or your daughters, I attended school 
in the happy days of youth ;' 'your children I reiriember as among 
my favorite pupils in that old red school- house under the hill ;' 
I can assure you, Mr. President and gentlemen, that I have found 
myself all the more ready to rise and at least repeat the senti- 
ment you have so kindly given me, if I did not respond to it, 
"The Day we Celebrate." 

And what do we mean by ' the day we celebrate' ? The actu- 
al day of incorporation as it was? Or this glorious day as it is? 
Perhaps we ought to claim that we are "celebrating" both days ; 
the day that was, and the day that is. What tliat day was, we 
can not know beyond what the distinguished orator of today 
has told us. It is like our birthdays in this regard ; with the 
important difference Chat we were not any of us there (it ihiit time 
to sen I Each one's imagination must help him to picture a scene 
in Jaffrey 100 yeai's ago; — and as the beautiful banner we have 
seen borne before us today remhids us that Jaffrey was incorpo- 
rated " ^agH.si 7 7, 1773," I have thought that the few scat- 
tered settlers then in town might have come together about 
three days afterwards, on the day exactly corresponding with 
this, to hold a sort of coiigratidntory meeting .' The news of the 
" act " of incorporation has just reached them ! They have 
gathered in their rough suits of skins or home-spun from their 
scattered log cabins, perhaps to some central cabin neai' this 
spot. From how different scenes, and in what dissimilar appar- 
el have lee assembled, at our congratulatory meeting ! T/iey 
came, on foot, or on horse back, at the rate of two miles an hour, 
through pathless forests or guided by scai-red and jumping over 
fallen trees. H'e have come in our light pleasure wagons at the 
speed of six or eight miles an hour, or, upon the wings of steam 
at the rate of 500 hundred miles per day ! 

Those strong minded fathers, as they passed their hearty con- 
gratulations on the incorporation of their town, may also have 
spoken together of those ominous mutterings of an approaching 
revolution of which they were hearing from week to week, from 
the then distant city of Boston, — perhaps of the late tea-party 
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thei'c. We, their descendants, if we think of any centennial be- 
sides OUT own, are perhaps letting our thoughts go forward to 
that grandest of all the days in our nation's history, if God per- 
mit, the approaching hundredth anniversary of the Declaration 
of her Independence. And of what surprising diiinges are we 
thus reminded, as occurring butwcm these "days we celebrate," 
in the nation, in the town and in social life ! 
. But on many other accounts is this " day ive celebrate " inter- 
esting and valuable to us all. 

It affords an opportunity for the renewal of old Msocialions, — 
the fondest and dearest of our earthly lives, in those scenes and 
times of our earliest recollection when we could speak of joys 
unmingled with sorrow. Who of ns does not hasten to recall 
the loves and friendships of those early days, so pure — so pro- 
ductive of a happy state — so free from the alloy of selfishness ! 

For how many reunions of later friends; long separated from 
each other, does this day also afford the glad occasion. It would 
seem as if the orbits of our hves, having nin for many ytars at 
a distance from and out of sight of each other, were now brought 
into a mutual and dehghtfiil juxta- position ; or, like vessels at 
sea, bound on the same voyage, after having, in separation, out- 
ridden many of the storms of life, we are today permitted to 
course for a few hours within " speaking " distance of each oth- 
er, — to compare notes on all the way in which a kind Provi- 
dence has led us, each in our several spheres of duty, — to re- 
joice in each other's prosperity, — to sympathize with each oth- 
er's gi'iefs. 

And this reminds us, again, of the dear ones " not lost," as we 
fondly hope, " but gone before," with whom we formerly " took 
sweet counsel together, and walked," it may be, " to the house 
of God in company." Does it not seem, my friends, as though 
their spirits, if aught on earth can atford them happiness, might 
even now be the unseen witnesses of this joyful re-union ? At 
least, are not their countenances, their loved oi venerated forms, 
their winning voices all fresh in our recollections today ? Is not 
our communion with them almost as palpable and as mai'ked as 
that with one another '( 
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Oncy more "the day we cclebrati' " bf speaks our giail hi- 
diMeilncss to the aii'iestral fathers and guardians of the town in 
all previous ycai^s. 

What this age is especially deficient in, is a respect for the 
past. But the celebration of this day is a practical application 
of the noble sentiment of Burke, — " ITiose who do not treasure 
up the memory of their ancestors, do not deserve to be remem- 
bered by posterity;" — though by no means exposing us to the 
quaint sarcasm of Sir Thomas Overbury, that " those who rest 
their claim to coiisideitiljon on the merit of their ancestry instead 
of their own individual worth, are like a hiH of potatoes, — the 
best portion is under ground." 

And how, in this connection, did time permit, would I love 
to pay my humble tribute to the fathers of Jaffrey, whose very 
images ai^e now so vividly before me, as having been upon the 
stage a third or half a century ago ! How many honored names 
do I recall ! The Ainsworths, the Parkers, the Spauldinga, the 
Gilmorcs and the Howes ; the Cutters, the Baileys, the Law- 
rences and the Emerys ; or in the other part of the town where 
I lived, the Prescotts, the Spoffords, and the Joalins ; the Pierces, 
the Bacons, the Mowers, and many others all over town who might 
be mentioned; with others still who hardly yet have passed 
from our view ; and especially that prince among New Hamp- 
shire farmers,* — that prince among the benevolent benefactors 
of the town and the State at large, to whom you and 1, Mr. 
Chairman, feel ourselves personally indebted for those habits of 
industry and that spirit of energy and enterprise which he ear- 
ly instilled within ua, tempered ever with the most excellent 
counsels and confirmed by a most laudable example. 

In view of all these noble men and women too, who have giv- 
en character to the Jaffrey of the past, moulding her institutions, 
establishing her educational and religious privileges and adorn- 
ing her homes, we can only exclaim, what a rich legacy is here ! 
What cumulative influences and forces for good have come down 
to us from the record of the last century ! How should this 

*Tlie Hon. John Conant, who, from feeble health, was unable to be pres- 
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stimulate our gratitude for what the fathers and the mothers 
weft and for what they acaimpl'uluid in oui' behalf! And how 
zealous should we be to transmit what we have received, unim- 
paired, to those who shall come after us. 

For, while to thi^ aged, and those who review the past, the 
" day we celebrate " is so full of rich satisfaction, with how 
much of value is it also freighted to the yoiiiig — even to these 
little children who have formed, in many respects, the most at- 
tractive pait of our procession today ! How much useful infor- 
mation may they gain from the day itself, its teachings and' its 
su^estioDS ! How- much, othenvise unknown, may they learn, 
even respecting the fathers themselves. What insight will be 
afforded them into the habits of life and social ways of periods 
long past ! And when they reflect upon the changes since ef- 
fected, — the new discoveries and inventions, — the improve- 
ments in agricultui-al and mechanic arts and implements,^ the 
increase of books and other appliances for obtaining and diffus- 
ing knowledge, — the improved facilities for travel and inter- 
communication, — the bringing tt^ether of the nations, and the 
progress and elevation of mankind, — all of which have been lit- 
erally crowded into the space of the hundred years now closing ; 
let them be encouraged to graft upon the moral and religious 
principles the sterling virtues, the heroic qualities of mind and 
heart which belonged to the fathers in the century past, — to 
griijl vpon these, I say, all that is inspiring, hopeful, and health- 
fully progressive in the new century of our local history now 
commencing. 

Which leads me to add very briefly in conclusion ; "the day we 
celebrate " is especially valuable to the town hUtwiun. I rejoice 
that old Jaffrey has one from whom we are to hear on this occa- 
sion. This day may well afford to him a fresh veucleita. — a new 
starting point, as it were ; and the success of our historical ora- 
tor today may give him new aid, impulse and encouragement to 
press forward in his noble work. Many are the difficulties 
which beset the path of the town historian. Great the apathy 
which broods over many minds; surprising the inditt'erence 
which many manifest as to all, or aught that pertains to the past 
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history of those locahties — of those families, oven, iu which 
they themselves should naturally take the deepest interest. The 
dark clouds of mystery and uncertainty which are found hang- 
ing over the facts and records of the past are also quite disheart- 
ening' at times ; but these will usually be fonnd lifting and un- 
veiling themselves before the patient persevering historian, as 
he plods along, and often from the most unexpected sources and 
in ways before unthought of. The satisfaction and reward (not 
pecuniary) of the local historian's work are therefore very great. 
Its importance cannot be over estimated. It must be done 
quickly or it will never be accomplished ; and when om-K done 
and well done, it is done for ever ! Let facts, therefore, respect- 
ing the men and the things which ever belonged to this good old 
town be industriously collected and properly arranged. Let the 
genealogies of the old families be traced out, even into other 
towns and other parts of the country, so far as possible, for thus, 
much may be learned throwing light upon the history of the 
town itself. It will thus be known what an aggregate amount 
of influence the town has really exerted in building up other 
communities and moulding society in other localities. The grati- 
fication of all concerned will be great and ever increasing as 
years and generations in the future roll away ; posterity will ap- 
prove the sayings and the doings of the faithful annalist. The 
stores of actual knowledge shall be increased ; diflferent parts of 
our country shall be more effectually cemented together ; man- 
kind shall be elevated, and the great God who has " been our 
dwelling place in all generations " shall Himself be glorified. 

Sestimemt No. 4. — " Jaffrey : Her Scenes and her Scene- 
ry." Response by Rev. J. M. H. Smith, of East Jaffrey. 

An hour having been spent in social intercourse, and distnbut- 
ing among the many from the inexhaustible store of provisions 
until all were satisfied, the Tent Programme was resumed by 
the band's playing the "Ella Polka," after which Prof. George 
W. Foster sang a taking ballad — 

■'ninraforsret yer mither. Sandie," 
with brilliant success, when Tostmaster Parks proceeded to say; 
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L'ldies and Gentlemen: — After having partaken of the muli:- 
rial benefits so bountifully provided for the inner man on this oc- 
casion, it is proposed that we resume again that othar fruM bagan 
before dinner, to wit: "The feast of reason and the flow of soul." 

SaVTiMKNT No. 5. — "The Orator of the day. — We have hith- 
erto been proud of his name and reputation as one of the great 
lights of the legal profession; ho has today placed us under in- 
finite obligation for his interesting and eloquent address." Hon. 
Joel Parker rose and expressing his gratitude for the honor be- 
stowed upon him, said that another speech would not ba expect- 
ed from him today. He asked leave to place in the hands of the 
Toastmaster the following Sentiment: — "The inhabitants of Jaf- 
frey — Steadfast in their principles — Untiring in their Indus- 



Sentimest No, 6, — " Our Common Schools." 
Response by Rev. D. N. Goodrich, Sup't School Committee, 
Jaffrey, who said that while he need not remind a New Eng- 
land audience how highly the Fathehs valued common school 
education, how they built the school-house close by the meeting- 
house to show, that in their opinion, religion and education 
should go hand in hand, he would mention some facts which in- 
dicate that the people of this generation value these interests 
just as highly as their fathers did, and arc disposed to guard 
them with a jealous care. Among other things, the speaker re- 
ferred to the large number of schools in the town ; the amount 
of money expended for their support, the average expense for 
each scholar being $5,25 and in some districts $16,45 ; the whole 
number of scholars being 360. He mentioned also the fact that 
the schools were so frequently visited by the people in the vari- 
ous districts ; that so much pains is taken to procure good teach- 
ers ; that the teachers employed have generally been so well 
qualified, and that so many of them have received a large paa't 
of their instruction in our schools. In conclusion ths speaker 
thought the facts of the case and the views of the people might 
be expressed by offering the sentiments in the following form : 
— " Oui- Common School System a priceless legacy received from 
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the fathers, perfected by the wisdom and experience of succea- 
sive generations, and supported by the intelligent patriotism of 
our people; oui- teachers thoroughly competent, efficient, and 
devoted to their noble work; our school officers, assiduous- 
ly guai'ding the precious interests committed to their charge ; 
our scholars, the good material out of which intelligent, useful, 
and honorable members of society are to be made." 

Sentiment No. 7. — " East Jattrey Cornet Band : They may 
write 'Excelsior' on their escutcheons." Music: " Lepitit Fol- 
ka," 

Sektiment. No. 8. — " The Mothers and the Daughters; the 
Joy and Sunshine of our Homes and the Pride of the Century." 

Response by A. S. Scott, Esq., of Peterboro', N. H, 

Mr. PresiileiU, L^idks and Gvnllcmeii ; — When I accidental- 
ly read the announcement in our village newspaper by your Jaf- 
Irey correspondent, that I had been invited to respond on this 
occasion to a sentiment to the Ladies of Jaflrey, and had accept- 
ed the invitation, it was to me a matter of surprise, because it 
seemed to me more fitting that to one of the sons of these Jaf- 
fi-ey mothers, or one of the husbands or suitors of these fair Jaf- 
irey daughters should have been assigned the privilege to speak 
to a sentiment so suggestive of all the sweet and dear remem- 
brances that cluster around your old family homes among your 
hills. 

Then, I should be excused from speaking here today, because 
of the acknowledged ability of these ladies, if this assembly could 
be resolved into a tea-party and they should once get their tongues 
loose, to speak for themselves. 

But mothers and daughters of JafH-ey, discarding all empty 
compliments and flattery, so repugnant to your good sense, you 
will pennit me to say that in these old family homes among 
these hills, presided over with such matronly dignity by the 
mothers, and made sunny and happy by the genial presence and 
affectionate smiles of the daughters, has been nurtured all that 
is good and memorable and gi-eat in the history of the century 
that has passed. 
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For these New England homes watched over by pious and de- 
voted mothers are conceded to be the best manufactories of men. 
— But there is now very serious danger that this work of grow- 
ing and training men must cease for lack of material. No one 
can have failed to observe the difference in the size of the fami- 
lies of the early mothers and the families of the present day. 
The former numbered from six to sixteen, and the latter from 
one to four. 

In yonr school districts which were formerly densely popula- 
ted with scores of ruddy boys and girls, you now are indebted to 
the Irish emigrants for children enough to make a school. 

One of your early settlers, who, on his bridal tour, about a 
century ago, brought his wife to a log cabin in the wilderness in 
an ox cart, with her spinning wheel and other marriage outfit, 
raised in this cabin eleven children. 

And these large families were beehives of industry and no 
drones were allowed in the hive. Father, mother, sons and 
daughters worked and sometimes more than ten hours each day. 

There is not an honored descendant of these families here to- 
day who does not in all sincerity acknowledge himself more in- 
debted for such measure of honor and success as has attended 
him on life's battle field, to the lessons and habits of industry 
and frugality, inculcated in the old home than to all other caus- 
es and influences combined. 

John Conant, when, with matchless industry, perseverance 
and economy, he was laying the foundations of that wealth which 
has enabled him to endow your High Schpol, a Seminary and an 
Agricultural College so munificently, gaining for himself an h<m- 
ored and illustrious name among the benefactors of his race, 
was largely indebted to the industry and frugality of his wife. 

There is not a good thing that marks your progress during the 
century, — a school, a chiu-ch, a library, or a reform, — that has 
not been largely fostered and helped onward by the labors and 
sacrifices of the mothers and daughters. Now, the sc/wol-ni'isleis 
having mostly gone abroad, almost the entire education of vour 
children is committed to the daughters and no one doubts that 
they will be faithful to their responsibility. 
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The mothers and diiugliters have not at any time in the cen- 
tury been wanting in the exhibition of an exalted patriotism. 

In the Revoiutionaiy wai' they bravely sent their hnsbands to 
the front and remained at home faithful and devoted to their 
families, adding often to the labors of the household the labors 
of the field. 

In the wax of the Rebellion the mother heroicly severed the 
tie that bound her to her son and sent him forth to the service 
of his country with her prayers and benediction, and side by 
side with the recruiting station, organized the Soldiers' Aid So- 
cieties, the springs of the Sanitaiy Comtnission, the Good Sa- 
maritan of the war. 

There is not a son of Jaftrey who has come up here fiom his 
home in another State to revisit the scenes of his childhood and 
live over in imagination his boyhood days, who docs not bring 
in his heart some tribute of gratitude and respect for the mother 
who bore him, — who ci-adled him in her arms, — taught his in- 
fant lips to lisp his morning and evening prayer, and, as he 
grew into boyhood, patched his trowsers, washed his face, comb- 
ed his hail- and sent him to school on a week day, and bade him 
" mind the master, learn his lesson and bring home the medal ;" 
and on Sunday, took hiin with her to chui-ch and made him read 
the Bible and say the catechisin ; and later, as he ripened into 
young manhood and manifested a love for learning, with gentle 
persuasion, influence the iiulsr-J'umilias to sell his cow, or yoke of 
oxen, to raise money to send hiin to college, — then with assidu- 
ous toil carded with her own hands the rolls, spun and dyed the 
thread, and on the old hand-loom, located up in the old attic to 
be out of the way of interruption, wove the fabi-ic and then fash- 
ioned and sewed the suit in which her son entered the Academy 
or College. 

And this is no fancy picture for the man still lives and will 
addi-ess you here today who entered Dartmouth College in a suit 
of home-spun manufactured entirely by his mother. 

Many of these mothers still live to grace and honor this as- 
sembly with thi'ir presence, but many have passed away and 
been borne to their resting places in your village cemetery, and 
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to many a son those beautiful lines of Cowper, addfesae*! to his 
mother's picture, have come home with petiihar power. 

" My mother, wheu I learned that thitu wast dead, 
Shj, wast thou consoioDs of the tears I shed? 
Hovered thy spiiit over thy sorrowing sou, 
Wretch even then, life's jouroey Just begun 1 
IJieard the bell tolled on thy burial day; 
I saw the hearse that bore thee slow away. 
And, turning to my nursery window, drew 
A long, long sigh, and wept «, last adieu." 

Many a sou of Jaffrey has wept a last adieu at the grave of 
his mother, but her love and affection will hallow his latest as 
his earliest memory. 

But I am admonisbed to close by the consciousness that the 
time of this occasion belongs to youf own sons and not to me. 

I give you as a sentiment in closing: — " The Mothers of Jaf- 
frey ; Models of Industry, Piety and Frugality ; — May their 
Daughters emulate their Mothers' Virtues, 

Sentiment No. 9. — "The Clergy of Jaffrey." Response by 
Rev. E. S. Foster, of Winchester, N. H. 

Coming upon the platform at the cail of the Chairman, Mr. 
Foster said: — "Every child, youth, man and woman, every set- 
tlement, society, village, partnership and business, every family, 
tribe, nation, country and government has a history. In the 
life-time of every individual, settlement, country and kingdom, 
there are various epochs of greater or less importance. Jaffrey, 
as a town, has had various epochs, among which are the pioneer, 
agricultural, ministerial, religions, educational, business and me- 
chanical. 

Today, in her history, thie Celebration marks the one hun- 
dredth epoch. In the work assigned, I am called to speak for 
the ministerial department in the life of Jaffrey's hundred yeai's. 

" ITie Clergy of Jaffrey." is my subject. Here allow me to 
say, I would that that the work assigned me in this important 
and ever to be remembered occasion, had been given to other 
and abler hands, that the Wessons of our life may sink deeper in- 
to the character of Jaftrey's coming children for devotion and 
consecration, than it is possible for me to impress and inspire. 
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But the eoble soldier puts on his armor and takes the ])lace 
assigned him; thus "I remark, — First, from a competent person 
I have an extract from the records of Jaffrey, which is as fol- 
lows, viz: — "28 Sept., 1773, Voted £0 Lawful money, to sup- 
port preaching. 26 April, 1874, Voted £6 Lawful money, to 
support the Gospel. 13 April, 1775, Voted £fi Lawful money, 
to support the Gospel. 27 March, 1777, Voted £50 Lawful 
money, to support the Gospel. 26 March, 1778, Voted £100 
Lawful money, to support the Gospel. 10 June, 1778, the 
Committee agreed with Mr. Isaac Allen to supply us. 3 Sept., 
1778, the Committee omit giving Mr. Allen a call for the pres- 
ent. Sept. 3, 1778, Voted £50 for preaching. 11 Nov., 1778. 
Voted to hear Mr. Reed until special meeting. 35 March, 1779, 
Voted £200, to support the Gospel. 1 Nov., 1779, Voted to 
hear Mr. Stevens for all supply this fall. 1 Nov., 1T79, Voted 
to have Mr. Colby come by 1st March next. 7 June, 1780, 
Voted to hear Mr. Jewett more on probation, in order to give 
him a call. 29 March, 1781, Voted not to hire Mr. Walker 
this vear. 16 August, 1781, Voted to hire Mr. Goodale two 
more Sabbaths. 27 December, 1781, Voted to hear Mr. Ains- 
worth. 8 July, 1782, Voted to give him a call." 

Foremost, longest, and fullest upon the ministerial record of 
Jaffrey, stands the labors of the long to be remembered Pastor — 
Rev. Laban Ainsworth. This ministerial pioneer was born at 
Woodstock, Conn,, July 19, 1757. At about 7 years of age an 
accident resulted in his losing his right arm and hand. He was 
educated and fitted for college under Nathaniel Tisdale, of Leb- 
anon, Conn., — " a man of considerable pedagogical capability, 
and of much petulant eracibility." These last facts modified by 
the last word, are from Mr. Ainsworth's own language, in reply 
to some questions presented by a friend. Mr. Tisdale fitted him 
for Harvard College, but his father said, "to avoid the Btitish, go 
to Dartmouth in the woods." He entered Dartmouth in 1775, 
and graduated in 1778. He studied Theology with Rev. Ste- 
phen West, D. D,, of Stockbridge, Mass., and soon after, 
preached about two years in Spencertown on the Hudson River, 
then served from four to six months as Chaplain in Maj. Mc- 
Kiiiistry's Corps. 
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We find from the record that the Church in JafFrcy was or- 
ganized May 18th, 1T80, and that a committf.'e from the town 
met Mr. Ainsworth on Commencement Day at Dartmouth, in 
1781, and engaged him to preach; and he began the same sam- 
mer. He was ordained the first minister in the town of Jaffrey, 
N. H., December 10th, 1782. 

On December 4th, 1787, he married the daughter of Jonas 
Minot, of Concord, Mass., with whom he lived happily and suc- 
cessfully over fifty years, and labored as the minister of the First 
Congregational Church and Parish of Jaffrey, for over half a 
century. 

On the 11th of January, 1832, he received Rev. Giles Lyman 
as his Colleague; with whom he lived pleasantly for a number 
of years. He died March 16tb, 1858, after a life of an hundred 
years, and a ministry of about seventy-five years in all. The 
portraits which hang today in the parlor of his old home, are 
excellent representations of him and his wife when they were about 
seventy-five years of age. 

His dress was thoroughly clerical black ; single breasted coat 
and waist coat, black small clothes, black worsted stockings, 
shoes, knee-buckles, and shoe-buckles. In his advanced years, 
his long white hair and his courtly manners, made him a perfect 
representative of his class. As a preacher he was very simple 
in manner and matter; his voice was remarkably strong, clear 
and sonorus ; his enunciation distinct, and his language pure 
Saxon English. In his religious views he was dogmatic and 
radical, and much of a doctrinal preacher, holding to the Cal- 
vinistie Theology, as taught by Dr. Edwards. 

His sermons were seldom if ever written out in full; they 
were on paper, mere briefs, and very few of these remain. The 
only remaining one was here presented to the sight of the assem- 
bly. Its subject was an argument against final restoration. His 
sermons were very short; seldom exceeding 25 minutes. His 
pulpit services consisted of a hymn, a short prayer, reading of 
Scripture, hymn, the long prayer, the sermon and then the ben- 
ediction. 
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His preaching and ministerial labors produced the usual 
amount of conviction and conversion. He must have attended 
about three thousand funerals; the services of which consisted 
generally of an address to the mourners, with an opening and 
closing prayer. 

A wedding service he opened with prayer, then he gave the 
legal point, and lastly the address to the man and wife. As a 
politician, he was a Federalist, like Washington and Jefferson; 
in. a later day he acted with the Whig party. On Fast days he 
usually gave his people something of a political discourse. 

As a friend of education, he usually appeared in most of the 
Disti-ict Schools during their closing days ; but did not often 
fraternise much with the children and youth of the town. 

As a man and minister, he commanded the respect and esteem 
of all classes. As one of the "Mystic Tie," he received this 
liimh-skiv , or (here the original lamb-skin received at his initia- 
tion as a Mason was exhibited,) white leathern apron, which is 
an emblem of innocence, and a badge, more honorable than the 
star and garter, or any other order that can be conferred on the 
candidate at any time by king, prince, potentate, or any other 
person except a brother Mason. By this lamb-skin he was con- 
tinually reminded of that purity of life and conduct which is es- 
sentially necessai-y to his gaining admission to the Supreme Tem- 
ple above. Thus, being born when George 2d was his King, 
and in the time of Louis 15th, of France, Frederick the Great, 
of Prussia, and Clement 16th, of Eome, his life covered volumes 
of history. 

Several anecdotes were here related of the worthy divine, 
which extensively stirred the risibilities of the great assembly. 

The next ministerial record, and the first of Jaffrey's born 
sons to the ministjy, is that of Rev, Robertson Smiley, born at 
Jaffrey, graduated at Dartmouth, 1798. He was the settled 
minister of the First Congregational Church of Springfield, Vt., 
fi'om a vary early date, and died at that place in 1856, after a 
long, laborious and noble ministry. 

Rev. Levi Spaulding was born at Jaifrey, August 22, 1791 . 
i at Dartmouth College, 1H15; studied Divinity at An- 
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dover, Mass., and went as a Congregational missionary to Ceylon 
in 1819, Here with one exception of a visit of throe years to 
the U. S. he spent his life and labors in the Master's vineyard. 
He did much valuable work in a series of school-books, the com- 
piling of a Dictionary, and the translation of the Bible into the 
native tongue of Ceylon. He died June 18, 18T3, after a long 
life of neble christian warfare. 

Eev, Luke Ainsworth Spofford, born at Jafirey, Nov. 5, 1786, 
was fitted for College under Eev. Laban Ainsworth, his pas- 
tor, and Rev. Dr. Payson, of Rindge, N. H. He graduated 
at Middlebury College, Vt., in 1816. He studied divinity at 
Andover, Mass, ; -was first settled at Gilmantown, N. H,, then 
at Brentwood, Lancaster apd Atkinson, then filled the office of 
Missionary for some time, and afterward labored for years in the 
missionary field of the Western States, and died at Eockpoit, 
Ind., Sept. Sri, 1855. Earnestly and devotedly he spent his 
life for man's salvation, and lefl: an excellent record as a faith- 
ful minister of Christ. 

Rev. Abel Spaulding was born at Jaflrey, Aug. 22d, 1791 ; 
graduated at Dartmouth, 1815; studied divinty at Andover, 
Mass.; was settled at Cornich, N. H., where he died a few yeai's 
since, much beloved by his denomination — the Congregational, 
and esteemed for his good ministerial record. 

Rev. James Howe was bom at Jaifrcy ; graduated at Dart- 
mouth College in 1817; studied Divinity at Andover, Mass., 
and was settled at Peppcrill, Mass., where he spent his life as a 
faithful, devoted and esteemed minister of the Cougregationalists, 
and died in 1840, aged forty-three. 

Rev. Henry Shedd, born at Jaffrey ; graduated at Dartmouth 
College in 182(i ; studied Theology at Andover, .Mass., and has 
spent nearly his entire life as a home missionary in the Western 
States as a Congre^tionahst. 

Eev. Adonijah Cutter, born at Jaffrey; studied Divinity at 
Bangor Seminary, Me,, and settled in tho Ministry of the Con- 
gregrtionalists at Strafford, VI., in June, 1840: here lie spent a 
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ministry often years. Then for a time a minister at Hanover, 
N, H., being dismissed in 1857. He waa soon after settled at 
Nelson, N, H., where he died in a short time, leaving a life of 
devotion and faithfulness. 

E('v. Jaqnith, bom at JafFrey ; became a self-taught 

minister of the Baptist denomination in Maine, doing a good 
work, and is today on the field of missionary labor. 

E,ev. Wm. Button, born at Jaffrey, in 1815 ; fitted for College 
at Melville Academy, entered Brown's University at Providence, 
R. I., in 1839, and graduated in 1842, with much honor. He 
tai^ht school several years at Kalamazo, Mich., and died in 
1846, aged 30 years. For this noble man and promising minis- 
ter for the Baptist denomination, too much cannot be said. In- 
tensely industriotis and studious, an honest and lively thinker, a 
devoted christian, he went down to an early grave, honored 
and beloved by all who knew him. Many on earth held his 
memory above price, and in glory did he pass to the epirit-land 
to receive the unfading Crown from the hand of the blessed Mas- 
ter. 

Rev. Andicw 0. Warren, bom at Jaffrey ; prepared for the 
study of Divinity at Melville Academy, entered on his theology 
coui-se with J. V. Wilson in 1838, and completed it with Rev. 
Charles Woodhouse of Westmoreland, N. H., in 1840, and the 
same year entered the ministry of the Universalists. He has 
been located at McDonough, Upper Lisle, and Smithville, N. Y., 
then at Montrose, Pa., where, and in the region, he has been ac- 
tively engaged in the ministry since 1849. 

In 18C0 he began the study of Law ; was admitted to the Bar 
of Susquehanna County Court in 1862, and to the Supremo 
Court in 1865. And yet he has been continually in the Mas- 
ter's vineyard saving souls, and on weels-days, in the world, 
stoutly contending for the salvation of men's wills from the 
ruins of avarice and self. 

Rev. E. S. Foster, born at Jaffrey, Sept. 1821 ; was a student 
at Mclviiio Academy, Lawrence Academy of Groton, Mass., 
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and closed his academic education at Keeiie,N. II., in 184i!. From 
this time till 1849, he labored in the mercantile business. And 
in September of this year, he entered the study of Divinity with 
Kev. 0. A. Skinner, D. D., of New York completing the course 
in about four years. After much sickness he was ordained 
in June, 1855, at South Hartford, Washington County, N. Y,, 
where he first settled. He has labored in Abingtoii, Mass., 
Cuttingsville and Chester, Vt., at Claremont, N. H,, at Mid- 
dletown. Conn,, and is now an active minister of the Universal- 
list denomination at Winchester, N. li. 

Thus much in brief of the history of Jaffrey's sons who have 
filled no ignoble place in the Chi'istian Ministry as each has un- 
derstood Christ and his scheme of salvation, I feel sure that 
they will compai-e favorably in body, talent and labor, with the 
same number of ministers selected from any town of equal pop- 
ulation in New England. 

Here allow me a few words for our calling, and I am done. 
I believe it can be shown that the Ministry of Christianty in 
the various Denominations, has done more to make Jaffrey in 
the life and character of her citizens, than all other influences 
combined. 

ITiink for a moment ! Here is the intellect, that a few years 
ago, in feebleness, and helplessness nestled in its parent's arms and 
could not utter the word Mother ; — but today, can survey broad 
acres, build and fnrnish the gorgeous home, rear and finish the 
lofty temple, plan and perfect cities, make and defend empires, 
girdle the earth in a few moments with its thought, and leave 
character behind which shall be a missionary of blessed life. 
We, today are what oiu' parents and the christian ministry have 
made us. 

Heifi fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters ai'e our chil- 
dren, which all the wealth and empires of oai-th cannot purchase, 
and for whom you will give the last dollar, yea, and your life 
also, to defend from the grave, And thoy are in your hands, 
aid the christian ministry to mould and educate, to tune and 
tone for nobleness and virtue in the world, and to prepare for 
the int'ifible scenes of the in coriiip table life. 
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'\\ lio among you can estimate the intellect of your child, — its 
probabilities and its possibilities in the coming days of earth? — 
Remember! all history teaches us that depression, misfortune 
and slavery cannot break it ; ambition, empire and enormous 
riches and rule cannot conquer it ; and the longest life and the 
best culture cannot fill the compass of its desire, or satisfy its ca- 
pabilities. 

This restless spirit, this irrepressible mind of your child is to- 
day for your shaping as clay in the potter's hand. 

What stamp are you putting upon it ! Is it that of mortgage 
bonds and government scrip, that will petrify the heart and 
curse with avarice and the long train of woes, the coming gener- 
ations ? Or is it the stamp of an honest and christian life of in- 
dustry, that will charm the coming individuals in the grandest of 
all characters — the life that is Christ to live ? Oh ! what a gift 
is your child ! What a gem of priceless value is its intellect, 
given to you as the artist who is to set it ! And are you setting 
it ? Are you setting it in the gilt of fashion and popularity, in 
game and Sabbath -breaking, vainly supposing that the canker of 
remorse will not consume it ? 

Are you setting it in the rough of profanity and avarice, idly 
assuming that the fires of retribution will not destroy it? Or 
are you setting it in viitue, cultivation and spiritual refinement, 
and under ministerial toning, feeling assured that (Jod renders 
to every man according to his deeds ? 

Forget not I pray you, that a single man made the French 
nation, nominally all infidel. And another made them all war- 
riors. A Carthagcnian General put his httle boy of ten years, 
upon the altar of his country and made him swear to be Rome's 
eternal enemy. And he was such until he sunt into the grave. 

Now if such a mighty power lies dormant in your child, 
mould it to make the coming Jaffrey, or some other town to war 
for ever against ignoble character ; and on the alter of humani- 
ty make that child to affirm understandingly that it will be the 
eternal enemy of all sin, depravity and crime. 
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Remember the fact, — here is it common school teacher, the most 
of whose students, as they went from his hands to the business 
world, have been unfortunate in health and worldy matters. 
Here is another, most of the students of whom were sent into 
practical life, have been successful and happy, enjoyed much 
health, and occupied high positions. 

How important then, to have the right education; what a 
need to have the best instruction toned into your children by a 
live, consecrated teacher, inspired by an enei^etic ministry ! 

Make the cultiure, whether from the school-room or the pul- 
pit, so perfect, so entertaining and instructive that all the fami- 
lies around it shall be drawn to it as all the vegetable world is 
di-awn up into life, beauty and worth by the sun ! Into this 
cause should we collect all the stores of human learning, and re- 
duce them to one rational, charming and useful body of science 
— of active business, and of honest, ambitious character, that 
shall be as light to those in darkness, as water to the thirsty, as 
bread to the hungry, and as life to the dead. 

And the whole should be put under an affectionate, social, and 
instructive minist.nj that can fondle the darHng child, stimulate 
and tone heaven- ward the fiery youth, and inspire the yoimg man 
to cut his name on humanity in the noblest deeds of an honest 
calling. Then make its devotion in righteousness and labor so 
intense and permeating, that it will ossimilate or iimihiMe the 
world of evil. 

A celebrated painter of Italy was once asked by a ft-iend, — 
" Why he spent so much time and labor in the study of the arts 
nd sciences ; why he visited all Eui'ope — the halls and galle- 
ries of all nations, and studied all the best paintings, and then 
came home and toiled day and night in mixing, and applvin<r 
colors so attentively to the canvas '?" 

He replied, " I am painting for eternity," 

Oh ! could eveiy parent, teacher, and minister understand this 
statement of the Artist! But his picture from the long years 
of study, toil, and suffering ; what is it, compared with your 
child ? 
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Yft, Riiphael could spend a life-time and a woj-ld of treasure 
on it! And Michael Angelo could exhaust all his powers and 
the income of a nation to finish that picture. 

Cannot you spend a few years to educate'that child ? Cannot 
you give your influence and income to have and aid an intense- 
ly anxious and vital ministry, and leave a few pictures in the 
galleries of that child's memory and spirit that will inspire many 
a lost one from sin and death, to redemption and peace, and so 
leave youi- name where it will never die '! 

Plutarch give us a learned Dissertation on the single Greek 
word "si" found inscribed on the Temple of AppoUo at Delphi. 
In the Ionic ditilect we are told that it means — "I wish." This 
perfectly expressed. the state of mind of all who entered the tem- 
ple on the business of consultation. And an anci<>nt scholar of 
great worth assumes that it is the initial word of a celebrated line 
in the 3d boob of the Odyssey, and stands there as signifying 
the, whole line which is thus rendered, viz: — '"Oh that the 
gods woiild empower me to obtain my wishes !" 

Oh ! that there was some such ipifial word in our mother 
tongue, that could be inscribed over every chui-ch-door ; the 
rendering of which should be this, viz : — " Oh ! that God would 
empower me to obtain my wishes for my' child!" 

But further. Back of all this needed culture, and around it, 
lays the purpose and effort, the will and energy and learning of 
the clergy. And for years, as a town's committee, Mr. Ains- 
wortb held the school teachers in his hand ; aftd who shall say 
today, how much of our life, capability, integrity and prudence, 
energy, and will-power, eminated from that noble and heroic 
minister? I may be presumptuous, but I fii-mly believe that the 
clergy who are in this world, not to be ministered unto but to 
ministei-, hold a position to which there is no other paramount. 
And to stimulate you up to its importance, worth and influence, 
I will enteiTogate you. — Where in barbary and in a servitude 
worse then was Southern Slavery would be woman's con- 
dition, if the cbi-istian ministry had never existed ! — If it 
hud never existed, where would be our homes and children, 
and our hopes of the life to come ? — Without the Christian min- 
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istry, Iiow conceive and support a free and enlightened govern- 
ment? — without the ministry of the divine Word, how would 
you make, mould and educate its legislators and judges? 

You study this subject, and it will be seen that our govern- 
ment — the best this side of heaven and founded on God's im- 
paitial rule, could not carry out its principles, — could not sccuic 
life, liberty, and the pm-suit of happiness to man, without the min- 
isti-y — the preaching of the Gospel. Without the christian 
Clergy men could not ba qualified to respect constitutL'd author- 
ities and administer laws. Without the ministry, man is not ca- 
pable of self-government. Without the ministry of the Gospel, 
Kingdoms and nations could not be kept from the inroads of 
passion, taint, corruption and ruin. Sodom, and Gomorah, Nin- 
evah and Babylon, Egjpt and Jerusalem, Greece, Carthage and 
Kome, attest with overwhelming evidence the awful consequen- 
ces, in their complete destruction, of rejecting the ministry of 
pati-iarchs, and prophets, of Christ and the Apostles. 

Thus we see that the richest, proudest, and most cultivated 
nations, with all their forts and navies, with all their schools, 
arts and sciences, have been swept from the face of the earth, 
because they reiused the preaching of the great and good who 
w|re sent unto them. Remove a nation's honor, justice and 

virtue, which are the results of preaching and sanctuary privile- 
ges, and you take away every band that can hold her together, 
and remove all the elements of her hfe. 

A christian Clergy educate into society, all her convictions 
and understandings of moral obhgations and accountability. 
'ITiey lift men to clear conceptions of duty to themselves, to 
those around them and to God j and thus hold soi-iety in com- 
pact and contract. ITie christian Clergy are the conqueiing and 
aggressive forces on infidelity, and the absorbing army of all 
idoliatry and its baleful cfiects. 'I'he gospel minietfy imparts the 
needed means, and grace required by all men to escape death 
and acquire life, to pass from the ruins and woes of earth to the 
orders and joys of blessed character. Preaching b^ars away 
our iniquity, absorbs all sin and evil, deans:^a the spirit, renews 
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the affections ; bears all mon from dai-kness to light, and makes 
man at-one-mcnt with God, I'hi-ough ministering, Chi-ist made 
his disciples the light of the world. And the Clergy have borne 
on that light which lighteth every man that cometh, and which is 
pressing every person with the necessity of repentance and re- 
generation. 'J-'hey aid, increase, and vitalize the information 
about the resurrection, which inspires all, men to a higher Kfe. 
The gospel ministry imparts the light and truth and intuition, 
which cannot be read from books, cannot be discovered in the 
best composition, cannot be rendered by the ablest stenographer, 
cannot be written by the most versatile genius possessed with 
the most copious vocabulary. Never forget then, that it was the 
lieiiig siiiil in what Dcmothenes said, that moved the Athenians; 
it was the immortal spirit in the utterances of Cicero, that thril- 
led the Senate ; it was the flashing of undying light in the eye 
and mien of Patiick Henry that held our Fathers spell-bound at 
the birth of I^iberty; it was the soul of Paul in the intense, con- 
centi'atcd, and burning truths, flashing out and shimmering in 
lines of fire, by which the great Apostle entranced the wisdom 
and learning of Rome and Athens ! And it is the eye, and the 
spirit, and the light of the clergy which are req^uired to combine 
and concen trate, and intcnsiiy the doctrines, the precepts, and 
examples of Christ until you are swept into purity, into sympho- 
ny with peace, with spiritual passion and power, and the ener- 
gies of everlasting life. 

In such an houi' of endless impressions, souls are born, aff'ec- 
tions renewed, hearts regenerated, and all of society moves up 
from bai-barism to God and Christ. In such an hour the Clergy- 
man is no longer a prcuclier merely, but humanity itself, — tram- 
pled, torn, bleeding, yet beautiful, — starting one gloi-ious mo- 
ment iu her terrible ruin, with hcrhand lifted to the blue heav- 
ens over her heroic deaj), and afiirming her Great Oath, in the 
elemental life that is Cluist to live. 

I would bear to you at last then, in the urn of remembrance, 
ashes from the fires of the wondrous dead, to intensify your 
sense of the importance and worth of the clij-istian clergy of the 
past and of today. 
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May you work fur and w'llh them as you would wish to have 
done when you look hack on earth and the loved ones you leave 
behind, then will you receive in some measure the glorious an- 
swer of life's great prayer. And when you come to the congre- 
gation of silence, — 



Sentiment Ko. 11. — "Jaffrey — Hor Past and Her Pres- 
ent." Response by Dr. Daniel B. Cutter, of Peterboro', N. H, 

Mr. Presidci't : — It affords me great pleasiire to mert you 
and my former associates, here today. Few indeed are our 
numbers, so few, that in this vast congregation here assembled, I 
I'ecognize only here and there a familiar face. Time has made 
such sad inroad into our numbers, that today I feel like a stranger 
in my own native town. The old Church, the place where 
our fathers worshiped, m gone by days, now stands a memo- 
rial of its former greatness, but the sound of the gospel is there 
no longer heard. Minister and people lie buried together in 
yonder grave-yard, silent in the sleep of death. For ever sa- 
cred be their ashes. To commemoiate the doings of these men 
is the occasion of our meeting here today. A little more than 
100 years ago, the place, on which we now stand, and its sui-- 
rounding as far as the eye can reach, was an unbroken forest. 
On the hanks of the Contoocook grew the lofty pine, while on 
the hills and in the valleys grew a variety of hard wood, fir and 
hemlock; the mountain, which now presents a bare rock, was 
covered with spruce. From its side flowed numerous rippling 
streams, which, after passing through bog and swamp, united 
their flowing waters and formed the Contoocook river. The in- 
habitants of this, then wild domain, was the moose, the deer, the 
beai' and the wolf, together with the wild turkey and the pat- 
ridge. ITie streams were filled with trout, and the ponds with 
pickerel. Over this wild domain, in majestic grandeur, then 
ulad with fir, now bald with age, peered the lofty Monadnock, 
surveying the vast territory around, watching the progress of 
events, as the white man, here and there, made inroads in his 
wild domain. Such was JafFroy, when in IToS, Moses Stick- 
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ucy, Kichiirtl I'tiabody, iiiid i^evmi otlicrs, made ;ni attempt <il 
settlement in the Southeast part of the town. Through fjar. of the 
Indians, they all soon lei^ except one of their number, known as 
Capt. Platts. During their stay, on Dec. 9th, 1153, Moses 
Stickney had a son born, whose name was Simon, who is sup- 
posed to be the first white child born in JafFrey. He never after 
resided there, but returned with his father to Boxfoid, Mass., 
and on maturity, settled in Holden, and afterwards removed to 
New Haven, Vt., and died in 1791. He left three daughters. 

The next attempt at settlement wm made by a colony of hardy 
adventurers from Londonderry, encouraged probably by their 
brethren, who had previously made a settlement in Peterboro', 
an adjoining township. But few of these however had the hard- 
ihood to remain as permanent settlers. After enduring the 
hardships and privations of a pioneer life for a time, they sold 
th{^ii' rights to a Massachusetts colony, mostly from Essex and 
Middlesex Counties, Thesi' were the men, who on the 14th of 
September ITT^t, met and orfrauized the town. This was dons 
by virtue of a chaitej- granted by his Excellency, John Went- 
Avorth, th(m (iovcrnor of the Province of New Hampshire, and 
( 'ouucil, at Portsmouth, August Hth, 1773, who changed the 
original name, Miildk Monad'nfick No. 2, to Jaffrey, in honor 
of (icorge .lattrey, Esq., one of the original proprietors. The 
first town nu^eting was held at the house of Francis Wright, Inn- 
keejier, situated on Lot No. 14, Kange 8. A second meeting 
wdn held at the same place, on the 2Sth of the same month, and 
£80 L. M. was voted for the repai]-ing of roads, and £6 L. SI. 
for preaching. No church was then built. They had preaching 
probably, in some private house. The next year, 1774, the 
town voted to build a meeting-house, ^'oted to raise said house 
in June, 1775. 'ITiis was the fii-st year of the Revolutionary 
War, one battle had already been fought, another was pending ; 
1() of their men were in the field, and while raising the church, 
it is said, the sound of the cannon was heard from Bunker Hill. 
Actuated by a sense of duty, they did not despond, but readily 
obeyed the call of their Country : men, money, proA-isions, and 
munitions of ivar, were promptly furnished, and when we leirri 
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that a town of only 351 inhabitants furnished 12 men dimug the 
war, wo cannot be surprised at their success in that war. 

During seven long and perilous years, they met the requii-- 
ments of their country, and through the blessing of God, triumph- 
ed at last, and laid the foundation of her future greatness. We, 
their descendants, may well feel proud of such fathers, and moth- 
ers too, who, if they were not in the battle field, were in other 
fields, doing no loss glorious SL'r\-i(;e for their- God, and their 
country. During all this period of war and suffering, the church 
was not only raised, but 80 far completed as to be made use of 
for public worship. With the men of that time, a neglect of re- 
ligious duty would have been fatal, in their minds, to their suc- 
cess in battle. They relied on the God of heaven, and acted 
under a sense of His presence, feeling sure of victory only tlirough 
Ilia aid and with His blessing. 

In 1780 a church was organized, and on December 10, 1783, 
the Rev. I,aban Ainsworth was ordained their pastor ; who, dur- 
ing an extraordinary long life, administered to the wants of this 
people, in all matters pertaining to religious duty. In person he 
was of medium height, in appearance digniiied, in deportment 
affable, which together with an intellectual superiority, enabled 
him to command the love and respect of his fellow men. He 
was the ruling power of the church, the disti-ict school, and 
I might say, the town. For a Jong series of years he was the 
Superintending School Committee, whose frequent visits and 
sage counsel T well remember. In the early days of the town, 
the education of their children was a matter of interest. In 
1775, £8 lawfid money was loted for a school. No school- 
houses were then built. Where the school was taught is a mat- 
ter of conjecture. School-houses, school-teachers and school- 
books were rare things in those days. The Bible, the psalm- 
book and the primer were almost the only books in their pos- 
session. With such means, it must have requii-cd the ingenu- 
ity of a mother to teach their children to read. 

The Spelling-book, lieader and Arithmetic at length made 
their appearance. With a determination admirable, and pa- 
tience remarkable, they overcame every obstacle, established 
schools, educated their children, fiu-mshed the world with 2.» 
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Collegu Graduates, b;;si[ll's many moix' who qualified tlicmsLdvus 
for a professional life by an Academical education. Jeffrey has 
furnished Pastors for the Church, Counselors for the Bar, and 
Physicians for the sick One of her sons, has been honored 
with the seat of Chief Justice in his own State, while another is 
a distinguished Missionary in Ceylon. 

'I'he clouds of war at length pass away ; — the sushine of peace 
blesses the land. The farmer returns to the plough, the me- 
chanic to his work-shop, the mert:hant to his counter, the swords 
ai-e beat into ploughshares, and bayonets into reaping hooks, and 
the people hope to learn war no more. 

A new era has now commenced ; the foot-paths gradually be- 
come passable roads ; the rude cabin a framed house ; the thatch- 
ed hovel a commodious barn ; the forest falls, upon its ashes the 
fertile field and the green meadows appear. The little school- 
Jiouse is seen here and there, by the side of the road. Grist- 
mills, saw-mills, stores and taverns — showing trade and ti'avel — 
iU'e now becoming common. Wheel carriages take the place of 
the saddle and the pillion, — the whole family can now ride to 
church. The turnpike, the wonder of the age; is now built, 
opening the way for a stage coach from Boston to Wapole and 
back, twice a wi^ek, which in its turn, affords not only means of 
conveyance for passengers, but for a mail also, which is estab- 
hshed, and a Post Office too ; letters can now be sent and re- 
ceived. The sons and daughters abroad, can exchange letters 
with theii- parents at home, and to cap the climax, they can now 
take a Newspaper, one being published at Keeue, in 1799. 

The town is now in a healthy, thriving condition, all of the 
necessaries and conveniences of life are at command. The farm- 
er can now sleep undisturbed by the howl of the wolf, prowl- 
ing around for the destruction of his flock, — his herd and flock 
are safe in the field by night as well as by day, — no more herd- 
ing or folding necessary. He is indeed lord of his own domain, 
independent of all monopolies. 

We have now reached the present century, the age of scien- 
tific research, the age of invention, the age of high intellectjipjl 
culture and refinement. The winds and the waves now ouiey 
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the dictate uf man, and are made subservitait to liis- wishes. 
The hghning too at his commaiiii, cai-rics intelligence at Ilia bid- 
'ding. Head work is the order of the day, and bodily labor dis- 
creditable. No means are spared in the culture of the intellect, 
and hardly any used for the improvement of the moral and phys- 
ical organization. Greatness has left the scat of goodness, and 
now sits in the lap oi ease and luxury. We are now showered 
with blessings, but like Rome of old, are we not in danger of the 
Goths and ^'andals i Will not the extravagance of our times, 
BO destructive to our offspring, open wide the door for the en- 
trance of another race that will supplant us .' Or do we look 
forward, with the expectation of Abraham of old, that om- chil- 
dren and our children's children are to be the possessors of this 
gift of theii' fathers, through all coming generations ? Do we rely 
on our intelligence ? so did Rome on her's. Do we rely on our 
own goodness ? so did the children of Abraham on their's. Both 
fell 1 By obeying the pnvepts of the Lord, our fathere were 
blessed, and we, their descendants, can recei\cl:he same blessing, 
only by the same obedJi'iicc. "Slay wv then eimdat'.' their vir- 
tues, and render du<.- obedience to the precept* of our i leavenly 
Father. 

SB.vnME.sr No. l!?. — '■ Th- Hoiiu-^ of Our Voutli." R:- 
sponse by Rev. AuiLn.-H O. Warren, of ilontrose. i*!i. 

Mr. Prtsideni, Lmlies mill Gimtlcmea ; Jj'eU.iw loivitsmeii : — 
1 do not come forward to nuiki- a speech at this hoiu, for 1 have 
none written. But I did think this morning that possibly 1 
might find one here already written at my hands. If I were to 
speak at all, you «(>ulcl find that I was good in dispersing a 
crowd in that way. 

But allow me to eougi'atulate you, fellow townsmen, at this 
time, for the grand histoi'v of the past 100 years that is closed 
by this annivei-sarv, and for its grander prophecy for the next 
century. 

I feel it to be one of the proudest days of my life, that I am 
permitted to be here and to acknowledge this as my native place. 
Here indeed are " the dear homes of our youth." Here we be- 
gan our \-crv being and laid the foimdatinn for cvevv supersti'uct- 
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lire, — wo have our rei'ord, morally, socially, intellec;tuaUy and 
spiritually. My native place was in School District No. 4, and 
I hope I never have, nor shall be permitted to dishonor it, 
Well do I remember some of the old people in that section of 
the town, particularly one old. Mr. Horton, who was favored far 
above the most of his neighbors by the Divine Being if we can 
believe his story. He said as he was working by his flat piece, 
the voice of the Lord came to him and said, "go preach my 
word to the people." At first he excused himself, but on the 
repetition of the call, he started ont. Came to my father's houss 
and talked to my good mother day after day. One Sunday he 
made an appointment at the school-house and I attended. Dur- 
ing his speech he said he should preach nothing that was not 
found between the lids of the Bible. But he soon began a ti- 
rade of abuse upon the "po'Ay cotton factories," and other cor- 
porations in the land, and declared his conviction that they 
would be the ruin of our country. But the country hves, — the 
cotton mills live and prosper, but Mr. Horton rests with his 
fathers. 

I remember particulai-ly my first Sunday school-teacher, Levi 
Fisk, Esq., and I never shall forget one remark made by him. 
He was a man of good judgment in most matters, yet he had his 
weak points. Speaking of Railroads, as one was then being 
talked of from Boston to Bellows Falls, one route might lay 
across some part of oui' town ; the old squire " said he would rath- 
er have three of the best farm buildings in town all destroyed 
by fire annually, to be replaced by taxes on the town, rather 
than have a Railroad in it." You of this hour do not concur in 
that opinion. If it were to be said now, no more cars would 
ever enter your town, you would seek and follow the ears wher- 
ever they went. 

But I will not detain you. From " the homes of our youth," 
many of us have made a wide depai-ture. Yet it is no matter 
where we may go in after time, we shall find no place around 
which cluster such hallowed memories as gather here. In mem- 
ory we see again the forms of our fathers and mothers, long; 
since gone to their eternal rest, gliding in our midst. We he^ 
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their voices saying to us here, we lived, toiled and died to sow 
the seeds, the fruit of which, you, our children, are permitted 
this day to gather. 

Mighty changes have marked the march of years that arc past, 
hut the record is good. Go forward still, with a stout heart and 
manly pui-pose, and you shall have a grander history to conclude 
100 years from today. Not one of us shall see that distant time, 
save in promise, the reality of which we cannot doubt. 

The whole field of my thought &t this time is beautifully ex- 
pressed by the poet, if I am able to call the words to mind, 
thus: 



Life is like a stately temple 
That is founded In the sea, 

Whose uprising fair proportions 
Penetrate Immensity ; 

Love the ari-hitect who bollds it, 
Building it eternally. 

Tome, stantling In the present. 
As one waits beside a grave, 

Up the Isles and tti the aitar ■ 
Eolls the Past its solemn wave, 

With a tnurnier as of mourning. 
Undulating in the nave. 

Pallid phantoms glide aiiiund me 
In tlio wrecks of hope and home 

Voices moan among the waters, 
Paues vanish in the foam ; 

But a peace, divine, uniUiting, 
Writes its pi-omise in the dome. 

Cold the waters where my feet are 

But my lieart is strung anew, 
Tautdto Hope's profound vibration. 



Pulsing all the etiier through, 

For ttie seeking seuis tliat ripci) 

In a patience strong and true. 

Hark ! the all-inspiring Angel 
Of the Future leads the choiv; 

All the shadows of the temple 
Are illumed with living lire. 

And the bells above are waking 
Chimes of infinite desire. 

For the strongest or the weakest 
There is no eternal fall ; 

Many graves and many mourners. 
But ut last — the lifted pall! 

For the highest and the lowest 
Blessed life eontaineth all. 

O thou fair unfinished temple 1 

In unfathomed sea begun. 
Love, thy builder, shapes and lifls thee 
In the glory of the sun; 
And the builder and the buiidod 
To the pure in heart — are one. 
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PARTING H Y M N . 

liY MISS HENGtETTA S. ClTTEIf. 

Air.— "Au!d Lang Sync." 
The Band, Choir and audience unlteclly swelling " tbe tide of song along,' 

llie eha'^ee of night sre Bothering fast, ' 'Mia Jovs ofthle Centennial day, 
Kound oLd Monadnock's brow, A «1l«it tear we nhed, 

WhilB we must say the parting word, ' For parent*, brothers, ai.lprs, Mends, 
With friendehlp'e hand clasp nuir ; How sleoplng with the dead 

While T»o must break the golden llnkt They 'to left to ub the well-worn pnlbfl 

That bind reunion's chain ; i On life's great htirvest tivld ; 

Baob to this day again. 1 That th'erain may heavy yield. 

Among the many gathered here i One century henee— Ihat (hlure day 



I'L'tcr Upton, Esq. niovffl that thin meeting adjourn for one 
hundred years, and it was unanimously voted, Thi'ee cheers 
for " The One Hundredth Anniversary of the Town of Jaffrey " 
preceded a quiet dispersal of home-seeking strangei-s and towns- 
people from the soon deserted canvass. 

NoTK.— We are indebted to Geoi^e Wilder Fox for a. portloii of tliis, 
(copiedj, as reported by him for the New Hampslilre Sentinel. 

The foUowii^ letters were received from the absent sons of 
Jaffrey, who could not, for reasons therein specified, unite in 
the centennial e 



PiTTSBUiKiH, Fa.. July 28, ia73. 
To Julius Cul/.er and Others. Committee: 

Gentlemen : — I have the honor 
to acknowledge iho receipt of your letter inviting mc to be pres- 
ent at the Centennial Anniversary of the incorporation of the 
town of Jaffrey. It would give me great pleasure to be thereon 
an occasion of anch interest to all natives of the dear old town; 
but the state of my health will not permit it. Wherever its eons 
and daughters may wander, or wherever dwell, their thoughts 
mn!?t frequently turn back with kindly regards, as mine do,.- is.- 
the home of childhood; and we are always glad to know t"hat 
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the friends we left behind us there still enjoy the thrift and com- 
forts that come by industry and skill, in the useful arts. God 
bless old Jaffrey, and its people. 

Situated near the geographical centre of New England, that 
town weU represents New England character and life; and its 
granite hills and towering mountain as well represent the old 
Granite Stale. It is New England in its purity ; and its charac- 
ter is strongly impressed upon its children. Wherever we may 
be, we are Americans and patriots ; attached to the homes of our 
adoption; but Yankees siiW. 

A Century is a long time. Yet the first settled minister of the 
town lived in honor and esteem to see his centennial birthday. 
But how many events have occurred in that time ! A Century 
ago considerable portions of the thirty Indian tribes that once 
itihabited New England, were still within its borders. Now, 
none remain : and even their languages are all dead, or esist 
only on the silent pages of the Eliot Bible. A wide region lias 
become a fruitful land, distinguished for industiy and intelli- 
gence, and out from among you have gone very many, to people 
new regions- towards the getting snn. 

A Century hence, let Jaffrey again call together her children, 
and out from among a hundred and fifty millions people, slretch- 
ing quite across a continent, they will come ; and will rejoice to 
find old Jaffrey still prosperous and happy. 

Wishing you a larj^c and pleasant meeting, 

I am, Yours very truly, 

GEO. F. GILLMORE. 



OtiERLis, Ohio, Augukt 15, 1873. 
F. H. Cutler, and Others : 

UearSies: — The card of invitation to the 
Jaffi'ey Centennial was duly received. I do not know of any- 
thing that would give me more pleasure than to attend this cele- 
bration, if 1 could aflbrd the journey. Jaffrey is my birth-place, 
and the birth-piaee of my mother, and all my brothers and sis- 
ters but one. It is just a third of a century since ray father, 
with nine children, removed to this place. With us came my 
father's father, and a brother and sister of my mother, — Thomas 
and Betsey Joslin. Of the fourteen, only my mother and three 
younger sisters and myself remain. 

I hare repeatedly visited Jaffrey, and renewed the impress- 
■ions of early boyhood. There is no spot on earth so lull of in 
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terestiiig associations and touching memories, as that mountain 
town. Every object, from the cloud capped Monadnock, to llic 
old school-house and blacksmith shop at the middle of the town, 
is full of suggestions and tender interest. The very cbanj^elcf's- 
ness of the upper part of the town, is a gratification. It stiil 
stonds as it appeared to my nine years old eyes, a third of a 
century ago ; and I can but hope that it will remain so. I should 
delight to bring the greetings of my mother and our family to 
the friends of our uhildhood, and join in celebrating the birthday 
of the dear old towi;. If she is pooi' in soil, she is rich in the 
beauty and grandeur of her scenery, and rich in her children and 
grand-children, seaitered over all the land. May your commem- 
oration be one worthy of tHe venerable mothers, and a satisfac- 
tion to all the sons and daughters who may gather from near 
and far. If any printed record is prepared, please send two or 
three copies to me, with my share of the expense, 
Youi's truly, 

JOHN M. ELLIS. 



CakandaiijUa, MicaniAN, Auw. 14, 1S73. 
Joffrey Centennitd Commillee of Arrar.gtmaits : 

Gentlkmbn: — Your kind invitation for 
ine to be present at the Centennial gathering of my nati^'e town, 
reached me in due time. It would give me great pleasure to be 
with you on that occasion ; to meet friends from whom I have been 
long separated, and whom I may never see elsewhere. But my 
present surroundings and duties will compel me to decline your 
invitation aud remain at home. If tradition be not at fault, it is 
just one hundred years since my grand -fa ther,rhineas Spauiding, 
bi the Southwest part of the town, broke the forest that after- 
wards made him a pleasant home. Then, the only highway was 
a footpath through the tangled wildwood, and trees that had 
been marked and scathed by the woodman's axe or hatchet; the 
only guide to those denizens of the forest, from one point to an- 
other, — to meeting and to mill. Then, too, the olow footed ox, 
yoked and hitched to the oid two-wheeled cart in summer, and 
the heavy sled in wintei'. was the only pleasure carriage for 
week-day or for Sunday, and the only mode of conveyance from 
neighbor to neighbor, or from town to town. Horses were few, 
aud mostly used for riding on the back. ' It was no uncommon 
Ihing for man aud wife to be seen riding boib on one beast; be 
in fi'ont on the j^addle and she behind on the pilliou. Young 
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ladies with their beaux would thus ride for recreation and lor 
pleasiiie, till the pillion gave place for another horse and side- 
saddle, and then tbey traveled side by side. Sixty years ago, 
oil the spot now occupied by your commodious Hotel, stood the 
dwelling-house of Dea. Eleazer Spofford, which, with outbuild- 
ings, and grist and saw mill down by the river, were about all 
that could be seen for buildings, where your pleasant village 
now stands. Spofford's mills were known for their superiority 
of workmanship ovi-r everything else of the kind, for many miles 
around. One little anecdote as touching the old saw mill I can 
remember in my boyhood day^. 

When it was Brat in operation, as one gate shut and another 
opened, moving the heavy carriage with its ponderous log to and 
from the saw, a colored man standing by in amazement, ex- 
claimed: ■" Massa Spofford, don't you think you could invent a 
machine to lioe corn ? " 

Those were primitive days; times when our grand-fathers and 
grand-molhers had to toil for their daily food, and right glad 
were they, if they could bring the two ends of the year to meet, 
with a few spare dollars for deposit against the tini'e of need. — 
In those oany dayt*, almost every house held its instrument — not 
the modern piano, but the old fashioned spinning wheel, and 
while the foot pressed the pedal, the fingers instead of gliding 
o*'cr keys of ivory to the tune of Yankee Doodle, or -God save 
the King, or perchance the more solemn strains of Old Hundred 
or St Mai'tyn's, were busy in ilrawing the thread from the pine 
distaff, to be wrought into cloth for the clothing of the hou.^e- 
hold. I will venture ihe assertion that you cannot in your town 
today, find a young lady under tweniy years of age, that can 
spin a skein of fine linen, or in hej' grand-mother's old hand loom 
weave a yard of cloth. I say thi?, not by way of disparugciiient 
to Liny one, for I well know that modern impi'oveinents and ma' 
cliii'ery have done away with most of that kind of labor. To- 
day you have your pleasant homes, your good roads, your car- 
riages of comfort and of ease, and instead of the lumbering stage 
coach that used daily to pass through your village, from Keene 
to Boston, is seen the iron horse, puffing and blowing on his feed 
of fire, and drawing in his wake a burden that many stage teams 
could not move au inch, 

1 have hastily gleaned at a few things in the century that has 
passed, but who among your gathering today will be present to 
read the history of the century to come? It would be no pre- 
sumption to answer not one. 
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III conclusion, I will offer the following sentiment : " Old Jaf- 
frey : — May ber virtue and morality keep even pace witii iier 
internal improvements for a hundred years to come." 
Very respectfully yours, 

LYMAN SPAULDING. 



Barbe, Vt., August 18, 1813. 
Mr. Jtdiw Cvtl^er : 

Mr Dear Sir: — Ever since the reception of 
joui' invitation to be present and participate in the celeliration 
of the Centeunial Anniversary of the incorporation of the (own, 
I have hoped to meet you there. But the debility from which I 
am juMt now suffering, reminds me that quiet is belter suited to 
my eondition. 

Yon luav know that during ton years and a half I was* er- 
gaged hi exaraiiiiog the teachers and cai'ing for the children of 
your Common Schools, I knew all the young people of s-chool 
age; and, before I left town, I copied all their names and ages 
from the registers. Were it permitted, I should iike to respond 
to the sciiliment, " Out- Gominon Schoolti." We have been nur- 
tured thoi'e, and we are all the alumni or alumnse of that insti- 
tution. You meet as graduates from the people's college. — 
Though you differ in your religions and political preferences, 
here you are brethren. 

The early inhabitants of Jaffrey so recognized the necessity 
of schools, that, ninety-eight years ago last April, at the second 
annual town meeting that was holden under the cliartej', an ap- 
propriation of eight pounds was votedfor the support of a Hchool. 
Ever sioco that time, it is known that the town has every year, 
except one, voted a sum of money for a like purpose. The" first 
school-house was built at the expense of the town, in the year 
m8. It stood just across the road from father Ainsworth's 
house, and remained there till the year 1809- Within twelve 
years afler this first house was put up, there were nine others in 
town. 

Could you examine a catalogue which contained the names of 
all who have shared \o the advantages of your schools, and could 
you read their history also, you would see a record of which you 
might justly be pi'oud. 

1 remain. Very ti'uly yours, 

LKONARll TENNEY. 
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Amherst, July 18, 1873. 

Deak Sib: — Yonrs of the 28th ult. giving me notice of the Cen- 
tennial Celebration at Jaflrey, on the 20th prox. and of a senti- 
ment to which I am invited to respond, has been received. 

I have delayed answering hoping to be able to ao arrange my 
business cnfragements, that I might be present on that occasion, 
but I find it will not be possible for me to attend. I have an 
engagement which takes me to Chicago, al that time, which can- 
not be postponed. I regret very much that I cannot have the 
pleasure of meeting the good citizens of my native town on that 
day, and enjoying the festivities of the occasion, bat my time be- 
ing previously engaged, is not at my own disposal. 

Wishing you a successful and pleasant Celebration on the day 
appointed, I am, 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 

E. S. CUTTER. 

F. H. Cutter, Esq., .hffrey, N. H. 



Yates City, Knox Cocnty, Illinois, Aug. 8, 1873. 
Totht Committee of Arriingements : 

Dear Sirs: — Your kind fuvor, invit- 
ing me to be present with you upon the occasion of your Cen- 
tennial, has been received, but it finds me engj'os-'ed in Ijii^iness 
arrangements, such that I cannot conveniently accept your invi- 
tation ; a privilege which I should most dearly love to enjoy. — 
This being tlic case, I trn-t you will allow me to express a 
thought that seem? full in my mind, and thus add my mile to 
your fetilivities. 

More than twenty-five ycai's have passed since I hrokc bands 
with the dear old town and friends, and launched out upon the 
unknown future to pursue my journey through life ; yet I have 
not forgotten the spot that gave loe birth. The broad pi-airies 
and boundless harvests, iill my soul with gladness and my heart 
with thanksgiving, but my mind continually runs back with de- 
light to my old native New Hampshire hills, with Jaffrey for its 
centre, and the gray old Monadnock for its chief corner stone. 

Oh Memory ! What volumes fill thy space as I contemplate 
-the past. I live over again the days of my youth; I think of 
the sports of No, 1 1 ; of the achievements in " Melville ;" I won- 
der at my efforts in No. 6, and feel surprised at iny success in 
No. 3; 1 contemplate the pleasures of our social and religious 
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privileges ; our lyceum and singing schools ; our annua! trainings 
and musters and 4th of July celebrations, and wonder if it took 
them all to help make me a man? Ajt, and I answer to my- 
self, yes! and more too, for it requires the determination to be 
a man. In the days of the C^sars, it was the heifrht of ambition 
to become a Roman citizen. How much more for every one 
bom upon American soil, to be in truth an American citizen. — 
Reflecting upon the efforts that were made use of to fit us who 
are upon the present drama of life, by our fathers and mothers 
who have mostly gone to their reward, let it remind us of our 
duty to those whom Pnyidence has placed in our charge, the 
young of the land. 

Honored as old Jaff'rey has always been for the virtue and 
general intelligence of its citizens, with how mucli pleasure can 
yo!i turn to your young and youth and feel that a brighter future 
is before them than we enjoy. The generous munificence of one 
of your townsmen,, has placed greater privileges and brighter 
prospects before you, and as the town lias so far already hon- 
ored itiself, what may not the most sanguine expect hereafter? 

The sun never shqne upon lovelier hilis; man was never 
fanned by purer breezes; streams never rattled down precipices 
freer than do th 'se in your own, my own native town. The arts 
and sciences lend their aid, and your old men and your old wo- 
men, your young men and your yottng women, yeS, and your 
youth, may, if they will, be honored and praised throughout the 
land. 

Permit me then, to close by offering this sentiment: "The 
good old town of Jaffrey ; Wlierever her sons or daughters rove, 
may her memory to them be as bright as her waters are pure 
and their honor as lasting as Monadnock itself" 

Yours with much respect, 

0. CUHIOV, JH. 



C.VMPTD.wiM.K, N. H., Arc. 15th, 18T3. 
Gu:tln,«v oflht Cmmiz/c: 

\ our invitation to attend th^- Ceiitriiiiial 
Celebration at Jaifrey, on the 2(lth iiist., has been received. I 
regret that engagements at home will prevent my attendance up- 
on that interesting occasion. 

Though not a native of JaiFrey, I went there to reside at so 
eai-Iy a period of my life, that whatever is pieas;mt in youthful 
recollections of home and early friendB are centered there. 
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Aly acquaintances with Jaifrey commenced in that transition 
period, when it was changing from an almost exclusively agricul- 
tural town, to one of manufacturing and educational facilities as 

The early fathers of the town, such as the first Col. Prescott, 
the first Dr. Howe, Judge Parker, Capt. Joseph Cutter, John 
Cutter, tanner, I remember as silver haired men at that time, 
who soon passed away, and gave place to their descendants of 
the second generation, who worthily carried forward the town 
in its career of prosperity and literary advancement. To men of 
this generation the town was indebted for the establishment of 
Melville Academy, an institution which exerted an extensive 
and abiding influence for good, and carries to a high degree the 
standard of education among the sons and daughters of Jaffrey. 
And, although this institution has ceased to exist, it is a matter 
of congratulation that the munificence of one of her citizens has 
continued to Jaffrey the means of a good High School education 
to all her youth in the, future, 

I have been pleased to note in occasional visits, the rapid pro- 
gress of Jaffrey in material prosperity, and hope she may con- 
tinue in her onward mai'ch of improvement. 

In conclusion, I would say that I have dwelt for a time in the 
far [South, where the Orange blooms, and the Fig and the Pome- 
granate put forth leaves and fruit ; I have resided in the middle 
region of our (Country, where the Grape and this Peach and the 
Nectarine flourish, I have ti'aveled Westward to the centre of 
that great valley where the Mississippi rolls its vast volume of 
waters, where waving fields of grain furnish food for a conti- 
nent, but I have yet to see the land which on the whole, the 
dwellers round the base of the Monadnock, need envy its pos- 
sesion as a home. 

With best wishes to the Committee personally, and hope that 
an auspicious day may render the Celebration a success, 
I remain, yours very truly, 

CHART,ES CUTTER. 
To V. H. Cutter and others. 
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Maxrfieli), Ohio, Ai;g. 11, 1873. 

Commute of Arrangements ; — Gentlemen : — I received your 
card of invitittion to attend a Celebration of the One Hundredth 
Anniversary of the Incorporation of the Town of Jaffrey. 

Living in what was called the far West when I left my New 
Hampshire home, I can only send my regrets at not being able 
to be present on that interesting occasion, and visit 



My mind roveits to many scenes of youthful dajti, since re- 
ceiving your card I often think of the daily labor of New 
England Farmers' bovs, who, from my experience go into the 
field at an eai'ly age, and get peimission to go fiihing only when 
it rains too hard to work out of doors, and there ib no corn to 
shell. This, with brown bread and milk for supper, gi*es a boy 
a good constitution with which to hght the battle of life 

I often think of the da>s, when, foi the want of lomething to 
read, I walked four miles to the old thuich to attend the Sab- 
bath School, get a Libr'ury book, and hear the good old man 
preach, who then dressed in the fashion of our re^ olutionary 
fathers. On my last visit to Jaifrey, T was glad to see that an- 
cient edifice in so good a state of preservation. May it stand 
another century, a monument t« religion, morality and education. 

During the late strife for the preservation of our glorious 
Union, there was talk, even in Ohio, of our Country being di- 
vided — the East from the West, as well as the North from the 
South. T thought of my admiration of the great West, the 
countiy of my adoption, and my love for New England, the land 
of my nativity, and often found myself repeating a verse I had 
cut from some paper about the time of leaving my native State, 
wliich 1 will ofi'er as a sentiment; 

■'New Englaiid, dear New England, 
My lih-th-place proud and free ; 

When I am false to tbe'e." 

Please r(^mcmber me kindly to all the fi'iends of my youth, in 
in the good old Tow,) of Jatfrey. 

\"ci-v truly yours, 

V. BIGELOW. 
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